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The theme “Qurs to Tell” is an

opportunity to engage and learn /

about Black communities in ouns
Canada. - TO TELL
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Demograph

Black History
Month 2023

The Black population
continues to grow with the
largest increase (+349,000)
from 2016 to 2021. The
population now accounts
for 4.3% of Canada’s total
population and 16.1% of the
raclalized population.

CREDIT: Statistics Canada
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POPULATION
GROWTH

In 2021, over 1.5 million peoplein
Canada reported being Black (+349,000
since 2016), accounting for 4.3% of
Canada’s total population.
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MORE LIKELY TO
HOLD A BACHELOR’S
DEGREE OR HIGHER
IN 2021

According to the 2021 Census, hearly
one-third (32.4%) of the Black
population aged 25 to 64 had a
bachelor’s degree or higher, up from
27.0% in 2016.

A RICH DIVERSITY

OF BLACK ORIGINS

Overall, the Black population in Canada
reported more than 300 ethnic or
cultural origins in 2021. The four
most frequently reported origins were
African, Jamaican, Haitian and Canadian.

«d

PARTICIPATION IN
THE LABOUR MARKET

In December 2022, about two-thirds
(66.6%) of Black Canadians aged 15 and
older were employed.




Founded in 1978, the Ontario
Black History Society (OBHS), Is
the organization in Canada that is
at the forefront In the celebration
of Black history and heritage

with a demonstrated record

Ontario Black History Society “=
N the study, preservation and

promotion of Black history A\\

in Ontario. A —

CREDIT: Courtesy of Ontario Black History Society




Black History
Month 2023

February as Black History Month
in Canada officially recognized

INn 1995, the House of Commons
officially recognized February as
Black History Month in Canada
following a motion introduced

oy Dr. Jean Augustine, the first
Black Canadian woman elected
to Parliament. In February 2008,
Senator Donald Oliver, the first
Black man appointed to the
Senate, introduced the Motion to
recognize contributions of Black
Canadians and February as
Black History Month.

CREDIT: Wikipedia




Solome Bey

Black History
Month 2023

Born American but lived in
Canada, Salome Bey performed
songs from blues to jazz to

oop. She released several

solo albums and appeared on
recordings with the likes of jazz
planist Horace Silver.

Salome participated in many
charitable initiatives and received
several awards including a
Toronto Arts Award (1992), the
Queen Elizabeth Il Diamond
Jubilee Medal (2012). In 2005,
Honorary Member of the Order
of Canada, and inducted into
Canada’s Walk of Fame in 2021.

CREDIT: Canada Post/Wikipedia

SALOMEBEY CANADA
1933-2020

. ///lm _ ‘

'_




Black History

Eleanor Collins

Canadian jazz legend Eleanor
Collins made history in Canadian
music and television and has
earned the informal title of
“Canada’s first Lady of Jazz”.
Over the years, Eleanor has
oerformed with Dizzy Gillespie,
Oscar Peterson and other jazz
artists. She was awarded the
Order of Canada in 2014 and
Canada Post honoured her with
a commemorative stamp on
January 21, 2023. At age 102,
Eleanor lives in Surrey B.C.
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CREDIT: Canada Post Corporation / Wikipedia Creative Commons



Black History
Month 2023

Cameron Bailey - Chief
Executive Officer, TIFF

Cameron Baliley is the new Chief
Executive Officer of the Toronto
International Film Festival (TIFF).
His work In various roles at

[IFF has been instrumental in
growing and cultivating TIFF's
loyal audience ensuring that
the festival continues to be

an essential stop for the film
INndustry and film artists across
the globe.

CREDIT: Courtesy of TIFF




Black History

Senator Wanda Elaine
Thomas Bernard

Dr. Wanda Bernard Is a
highly regarded Canadian
Senator, former social
WOrKer, professor, researcher,
community activist anad
advocate of social change.
She has worked in mental
health at various levels

of government.

CREDIT: Courtesy of Dr. Wanda Thomas Bernard




Viola Desmond (1914-1965) ==

Viola Desmond challenged
racial segregation at a filim
theatre in Nova Scotia in

1946. In 2010 Nova Scotia’s
Lieutenant Governor pardoned
her posthumously. Government
of Canada named her National
Historic person and in 2018
she became the first Black
person to be featured on a
Canadian banknote - the ten
dollar billl.
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Coloured Hockey s
Championship

The Coloured Hockey League
of all Black hockey teams,

was founded in 1895 across JUB”.EES A EUHEKAS

the Maritimes. It is said that VII]T[]HIAS
alowing gosl tenders (0 use. COLORED HOCKEY
helir f K. |

oy 2050, Conda Pos gl
issued a stamp featuring the
1906 champion, the Halifax

Eurekas. The stamp is based
on an actual photo.

CREDIT: Canada Post Corporation / Wikipedia Creative Commons
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Willie O’Ree

Black History
Month 2023

Willie O’Ree is the first Black
man to play hockey in the NHL
N 1958. In 2018 he was
iInducted in the Hockey Hall

of Fame. In 2020 his name
was added to Canada’s Sport
Hall of Fame and In 2022 his
Number 22 jersey was retired.
US President Joe Biden signed
the Willie O’'Ree Congressional
Gold Medal act, in 2022
(U.S.Congress’ highest honour,
for Willie’s contributions to
hockey). O’Ree is the first
player in NHL history to receive
this honour.

CREDIT: Wikipedia




P. K. Subban

Black History
Month 2023

Pernell-Karl Sylvester Subban
s a Canadian former professional
ice hockey player. Between
2009 and 2022, he played 13
seasons In the National Hockey
L eague (NHL) with the Montreal
Canadiens, Nashville Predators
and New Jersey Devils. In the
summer of 2014, he signed an
eight-year, $72 million contract
with the Canadiens. After the
2015-16 season, Subban was
traded to the Nashville Predators
where he spent three seasons
pbefore being traded to New
Jersey In 2019. He is also an
analyst for the NHL on ESPN.

CREDIT: Wikipedia




Kay Livingstone (1919-1975) ==

Kathleen “Kay” Livingstone
was a soclal activist, actor
and broadcaster. In 1973 her
efforts led to the first National
Congress of Black WWomen

in Canada.

CREDIT: Canada Post Corporation
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Black History

Brotherhood of Sleeping

Car Porters

This Heritage loronto plague
celebrates the work that Black
Porters (men) working for the
Canadian Pacific Railway did in
preparing passenger cars for
travel to the United States and
across Canada. Porters working
for Canadian railways came
from Black communities in
Canada, but were also recruited
from the United States and

the Caribbean.

CREDIT: Heritage Toronto / Wikipedia Creative Commons

F tor several decodes until the fare 1980w, chis site was o large coach yard

wikTe sieoping car porters working for the Canadien Pacific Ratlvwesy
(CFR) prepared passenper cars for travel o the Unired States and acrom
Cansds, which could take up to four days and nighes. Black men were
preferredd bor the job because of their long history iy domestic service

BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS

to whiles. Povters working for Canadian rallwayy come from Black
commumines n Canada, but were also recruited froem che Unired Seates
arg! the Coribbean.

Porters faced institutina) recism (n all sspects of their works ther pay ._'m': fl--___#'-"‘ ‘J:'a":::_-f:'rr v
B . “k - ¥ 5 !' 'Ih' : M e L& l'|.
was lower, they were barred from promodons 1o supervisory positions,
and they were excluded from white raflway workers” unions. They
= l'-:-,:hn o organize, moat successiudly In 1939, h FOINg IOrCes with the
|'_ __.__ : ; l: r P - L kS s a F i i T i . &
= o Pt woe soectes & Drotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters (BESCP), an American union
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Beverly Mascoll (1941-2001) ==
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Beverley Mascoll founded one 5 SRS
of Canada’s largest distrioutors RS st
of haircare and pbeauty products AU TP

for Black women. She started W

her own business with $700

of her own Investment as a 2 itk Sl
travelling saleswoman. In 1973, SR e

Beverly Mascoll was a community advocate and the founder of

| S / r._-l‘l ,:f,::

1
I

e - I e §  Mascoll Beauty Supply Ltd., a distributor of beauty products for
St anih < L Black people and people of colour. Mascol] started the business out
" bR g L P88  of her car in 1970 and grew it into a highly successful organization
. a n d C O nfl d e n Ce ) s | Al ; ) i o =~ with stores across Toronto and clients nationwide,
Wlt h CO u rag e ; ) Tl B - ey After graduating from high school, she worked at Toronto Barber
| e AN Beauty Supply. At the time, beauty products for Black people :
B r‘ ey I\/l aSCO ‘ ‘ eSta b | I S e e i T people of colour were hard to find in Canada, Customers would ~ Beverly Mascor

(standing) demonstrating makeup at
: BT R e : s 870 Bathurst Street, 1979. Mascoll Beauty Supply
ol A mang ] often travel to border cities like Buffalo (New York) to buy hair s held shows and conventions that promoted Bl
- 5 P A : fashion and beauty products.

4\ UL AN y products and makeup to match their skin tone.

hair and k>eauty store oy | |

Erin Combs/Toronto Star
Beverly Mascoll in one of her beauty supply stores,
1994. Bomn Beverly Ash in Fall River, Nova Scotia, IH the eady 19705’ Mas

coll opened the first Mascoll Beauty Supply 8 L ol
= L ] == e
she moved to Toronto with her family in s 1950s,  store at 870 Bathurst Street, north of Bloor Street. The Company Sl LIS e
when she Was a teenager. In 1964, she married food d d h I . 1 . T BHART C =
industry exsciive Emerson Mascor, e mes 1 €xpanded to have my tiple Toronto stores and provide products to -
from Nova Scotia and became the first Black board ] ;
member of the Canadian National
t E 7 3 l | r . Richard Lautens/T;

‘ ' MASCOLL A

e o hoppers Drug Mart, Eaton’s, and Simpsons, By N ™ Ti

oronto Star h , the business was one of the largest of jts kind in Canada, ' i Elg
y -—‘I ’

Mascoll was 4 Supporter of the Black community. In 1996, she ser [t — ’#E &

up a foundation to support youth, women, and minoritjes, Among L
many honours, she received '
: i nto
CREDIT: Heritage Toro

the Order of Canada ( 1998).

Mascoll Beauty

Supply at 870 Bathurst Street, 1997,
Patrick Cummins

HERITAGE TORONTO 2021




Thornton and Lucie o
Blackburn

From 1834 to 1890 Thornton
and Lucie Blackburn’s resided

on the site of 19 Sackville Street N L » f :fh i ‘@
N Toronto. They were retugee M B Sy b LVISE

, Thornton and Lucie ] | orq?on '«'{nd Fucne
o 251 — o - Blackburn L= Blackbuin
' I | : F En 1988, des fouilles archéologiques menées sur ce
. - . s ., L;::::;.‘;‘”“l"ﬁ';ggﬁ'fgﬁmﬁt’:ﬁmq asa site ﬂl‘l des indices fascinants qui
' - terminus of the famous Underground Railroad,
| i
slaves from Kel ItUCky Who T i

confirment le rOle de Toronto comme dernidve

From 1834 to 1890, this site had been the home of station du fameux chemin de fer clandestin. Entre

: laves from 1834 et 1890, ce site a €€ 1a résidence de Thomion et
. N AR FICTE BT ACKRI 2 - Kﬂ“‘“‘ m:ﬂ';‘::l;l“kb:;'.‘aﬁ:?::;c:; Lucie Blackbum, deux esclaves fugitifs du
I : e : —— sntueky W Kentucky qul ent fondé la premiire entreprise de
I 4 ¢ . N I - I k ) > N mmplny- I.id. “ ‘.“. “‘]e_
Z . O TR Thornton and Lucle Blackbum escaped on July 3,

i 18531 by taking a steamboat up the Ohio River from

Apris 8'0tre enfuis le 3 juillet 1831, Thornton ¢t
Louisville to Cincinnati and then a stagecoach to Lucie Blackbum ont remonté la rividre Ohio en

; o R . recapture in Detroit two years later baieau & ur de Louisville & Cincinnati, puis ont
elugees SRR S i Trcicrecpare o Dot o youn bl botesn ) e de Ui Cinciemat, e nt
. T : vad a. Maviag Fled slavery iz ‘B Black community staged a dramatic rescue and & Détroit deux ans plus tard a entrainé une émeute
A : forl T PN ' . aided the Blackburns across the border to safety in (Blackburn Riots of 1833) au cours de laquelle 1a
- . p AR SR : o Se e Canada. Despite two extradition requests by communauté nolre a repris les fugitifs etles a
and in the confusicn they mi {i ] Michigan's governor, they were allowad to remain
company. The Blackburns

menés en lieu sy, de Vautre cdté de 1a frontizre
free and begin their new lives in Canada,
¢ cou P | e

canadienne, Le Canada ayant rejeté deux demandes
The Blackburns became well-known members of

: : AL T d'extradition présentées par le gouverneur du
‘ Yy iRee W 5 S . ChE, . Michigan, les Blackburn ont pu conserver la liberté
‘ §A = » Toronto's African Canadian community. They >
i 1S, O] cilizens, they established : ' A . helped to build Little Trinity Anglican Church, and ¢t entreprendre une vie nouvelle,
‘ - company, worked for Abolition and e .

contributed to efforts organized to assist oiher Les Blackbum sont devenus des membres respectés

LYY -~ freedom-seekers, both in Toronto and at Buxton in de la communauté afro-canadienne de Toronto. Ils
CUTLmMELIL Y southwestern Ontario. Thornton participated in the ont aidé i construire Véglise anglicane Little Trinity
1 “North American Convention of Colored Freemen” et contribué aux efforts pour venir en aide 3 Fautres
1 des Blackburnn 3 vivre en liberté refléte .. at St. Lawrence Hall in September of 1851, and was esclaves fugitifs tant A Toronto qu'a Buxton, dans le

»- ux rdfucids i moaus di chemin an associate of George Brown in anti-slavery : wd-ouutdel’Onh.do.Enp\udeu’,o‘mdm aux

%y ge au Kentucky, ils i j e campagnes contre I'esclavagisme menées
f _t , f . C I . s . 'y I"";\“ ! il The excavation of the Blackburns' former home

‘e Brown, Thomton a participé A 1a North
remains the only archaeological dig on an American Convention of Colored Freemen tenue an
Underground Railroad site ever conducted in

A ot : oo | St. Lawrenice Hall en septembre 1851,
fa o0 iy turent défendus & d risas || Toronto, In 1999, the Depariment of Canadian Les fouilles archéologiques & Vanci
T : e < N Heritage designated Thornton and L : g sacienos pisidence
- n - uverne L. 4, le g r F National Historie' sfm “d.mliwm . des Blackbumm sont les seules qui aient jamais été
community and were part of the

r 4 meiées A un site lié clandests
it generosity to the less fortunate Toromtes En 1998, Thasts sl e o andestin

Underground Railroad. In 1999, o o e g
the Department of Canadian T Bl T — R
Heritage designated Thornton - ¥ - s ~ Ao

and Lucie Blackiburn “Persons of

National Historic Significance”.

CREDIT: Canadian Heritage



Chloe Cooley

Black History
Month 2023

Chloe Cooley was a young

Black woman living in Niagara
Falls. She bravely protested
against her enslavement but was
sold and forcibly transported
across the Niagara River by boat
to New York State. She was
never heard from again.

Cooley’s brave protests did

not go unnoticed. Months later,
an act was made that helped
to abolish of slavery in the
British Empire.

CREDIT: Canada Post




Albert Jackson s
(1857 - 1918)

In 1882, Albert Jackson
became the first Black letter
carrier in Toronto, and likely In
Canada. While he got the job,
his co-workers refused to train
him. Members of the Black
community protested. They
wrote numerous letters to the
editor and approached Prime
Minister Sir John A. Macdonald.
Jackson held the job as letter
carrier for 36 years until his
death in 1918.

CREDIT: Canada Post
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Joshua Glover

Black History
Month 2023

Joshua Glover, a black man who lived
N the community of Etobicoke from
the mid-19th Century escaped slavery
N 1852, and made his way from St.
Louis, Missouri into Canada assisted
by the Underground Railroad. Glover’s
story has historical importance, as it's
said to have influenced the abolitionist
movement in the United States.
Joshua Glover settled into a small
house In Lambton Mills, owned by
Thomas Montgomery the proprietor
of Montgomery’s Inn where Glover
also found long time employment.

He is buried in Toronto’s St. James
Cemetery.

CREDIT: Heritage Toronto




Rubin Carter
(1937-2014)

Black History
Month 2023

The American boxer Rubin Carter
(1937-2014), “Hurricane Carter”, was
Jailed 18 years for a triple murder he
didn’t commit. His battle for justice
and eventual exoneration inspired Bob
Dylan’s popular protest ballad and

a Hollywood movie starring Denzel
Washington.

Following his release, Carter moved
to Toronto where he became an
advocate for the wrongly convicted
and criminal justice reform. Carter
helped free many wrongly convicted
Canadians, and worked with the
Association in Detence of the Wrongly
Convicted and the Innocence Project.

CREDIT: Heritage Toronto

~ IN TORONTO, HE HELPED FREE MA

THE AMERICAN BOXER RUBIN CARTER, KNOWN AS

Hurricane Carter

D FOR 18 YEARS FOR A MURDER HE DIDN'T COMMIT.

(1837- 2014) WAS JAILE
NY WRONGLY CGH\HCTEI?J CANADIANS,

GHKIHG OUT OF AN OFFICE HEHE FRGH 1893 TO 2004,




Black History

Dr. Alexander Thomas Augusta ==

Dr. Alexander Thomas Agusta studied
at the University of Toronto to become
the first Black man to receive his
medical license in Canada. An activist
and philanthropist, Augusta supported
anti-slavery, anti-segregation and
iteracy causes. He as the first Black
officer to be buried at Arlington
National Cemetery.

CREDIT: Heritage Toronto




Black History
Month 2023

Dr. Anderson Ruffin Abbott

Born in Toronto, Dr. Anderson Ruffin
Abbott was the first Black Canadian
to become a licensed medical doctor.
Like Augusta, his friend and mentor,
Abbott served in the American Civil
War. He later became the acting
resident surgeon at Toronto General
Hospital and the Kent County
Coroner. He died in Toronto in 1913,
having advocated for racial equality Iin
education and broken barriers in the
medical field.

CREDIT: Heritage Toronto




Black History

Steelpan Music Timbre
from Trinidad

This Black History Month revisit the
importance of steelpan music and
the Trinlbagonian community.

CREDIT: Heritage Toronto




Black History

Caribbean Caribana Carnival

This Black History Month explore

the history of the Caribbean Carnival.
In 1967 the Caribbean Cultural
Committee in Toronto organized the
carnival under the name Caribana 67.
Caribana had different routes over
the years but eventually it was shifted

1993 to the Lakeshore. The music ’i;*’*
included Calypso, soca, reggae, FEHH | | /
tassa, cadence and zuk. jinea| =

L ]
et LAl 'I
b FicERES L

CREDIT: Heritage Toronto




Black History
Month 2023

Toronto Caribbean Festival

During 2006 - 2007, Caribana

festival had financial issues. The //
City of Toronto created a festival

Mmanagement committee. The parade TO RO N TO

has continued under a new name: IBRBE A N
Toronto Caribbean Festival. The

name Caribana still exists. The original CA R N IVA L
Caribbean Cultural Committee still has

the rights for the original name. The

festival takes place at the beginning
of August.

CREDIT: Heritage Toronto



Josiah Henson
(1789-1883)

Black History
Month 2023

The Dawn Settlement
Born enslaved in Maryland, Josiah
Henson escaped to Upper Canada
at the age of 41. In 1841, with a

group of abo

itionists, r

e established

the Dawn Settlement for fugitive
slaves. Even after abolition of slavery,
Henson remained in Canada.

CREDIT: Ontario Heritage Trust/Wikipedia




Black History

William and Susannah
Steward House

Willlam, an African American teamster,
and Susannah Steward (also spelled
Stewart) lived in Niagara from 1834 to
1847. The Steward home was part of
Niagara’s “coloured village”, a vibrant
community of former Canadian slaves,
Black Loyalists and African American
refugees. Later, the Stewards divided
thelr lot for sale to Robert Baxter,

a local black resident. In 1837,
William Steward was one of 17 local
Blacks who signed a petition asking
Lieutenant Governor Sir Francis Bond
Head to refuse to extradite Kentucky
fugitive Solomon Moseby.

CREDIT: Ontario Heritage Trust




Oro Township
(1819)

Black History
Month 2023

The only government-sponsored
Black settlement in Upper Canada,
the Oro community was established
N 1819 to help secure the defence
of the province’s northern frontier.
Black veterans of the War of 1812
who could be enlisted to meet hostile
forces advancing from Georgian Bay
were offered land grants here. Today
only the African Episcopal church
erected near Edgar In 1849 remains
as a testament to this early Black
community.

CREDIT: Ontario Heritage Trust




Black History
Month 2023

Robert Nathaniel Dett
(1882-1943)

Robert Nathaniel Dett often known
as R. Nathaniel Dett and Nathaniel
Dett, was a Black Canadian-
American composer, organist,
planist, choral director, and music
porofessor. Born and raised in Canada
(Drummondaville now Niagara Falls)
until the age of 11. He moved to the
United States with his family and had
Most of his professional education
and career there. During his lifetime
he was a leading Black composer,
known for his use of African American
folk songs and spirituals. He was
among the first Black composers.
Dett performed at Carnegie Hall and
at the Boston Symphony Hall as a
planist and choir director.

CREDIT: Wikipedia



Mary Ann Shadd o205
(1823-1893)

An American black, Mary Ann Shadd
Cary established the “Provincial
Freeman” In Windsor in 1853 to
encourage Blacks to seek equality
through education and self-reliance.
She moved this influential newspaper
to Chatham two years later. After

the American Civil War, Shadd Cary
returned to the United States in 1863
to work for racial equality. She was
the first Black woman known to have
edited a North American newspapet.

CREDIT: Ontario Heritage Trust




Black History
Month 2023

Michaael Tulloch

Chief Justice of Ontario and President
of the Court of Appeal for Ontario

Jamaican born Justice Michael Tulloch
made history as the first Black Chief
Justice of Ontario and President of
the Court of Appeal for Ontario. It is
said that he will make the court and

the laws of Ontario more understandable
and accessible and therefore more
acceptable. He has served on all sides of
the criminal justice system and has great
familiarity with all aspects of the civil law.

CREDIT: Share Newspaper




Black History
Month 2023

No, 2 Construction
Battalion - 1916

They served alongside the Canadian
Forestry Corps in the forests of France
helping with lumber and milling operations
Ike loading and transporting finishead
timber by rail.

CREDIT: Ontario Heritage Trust




Black History
Month 2023

Canadian $20.00 Coin Honours
No. 2 Construction Battalion

APOLOGY:

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and
Minister of National Defence Anita
Anand delivered an apology for racism
and discrimination experienced by

pbattalion members in Truro, Nova Scotia
July 9, 2022.

CREDIT: Share Newspaper




Dr. Winston Isaac
(1941-2019)

Black History
Month 2023

Dr. Winston |saac, co-founder of

The Walnut Foundation, posthumously
honoured with a Bench Award from
the City of Brampton.

CREDIT: The Walnut Foundation

CREDIT: The Walnut Foundation




