Episcopal Book of Common Prayer (1979)
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart
[and especially the hearts of the people of this land], that barriers which divide us
may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed,
we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
•
O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our
struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness,
and to work
together with mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
•
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt,
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is
sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be
understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal
life. Amen.
•
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son:
Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and
hatred which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in
bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your
purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in
harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A prayer by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Ever present God, you called us to be in relationship with one another and promised
to dwell wherever two or three are gathered. In our community, we are many
different people; we come from many different places, have many different cultures.
Open our hearts that we may be bold in finding the riches of inclusion and the
treasures of diversity among us. We pray in faith.

Assorted Prayers
Grant us, Lord God, a vision of your world as your love would have it:
a world where the weak are protected, and none go hungry or poor;
a world where the riches of creation are shared, and everyone can enjoy them;
a world where different races and cultures live in harmony and mutual respect;
a world where peace is built with justice, and justice is guided by love.
Give us the inspiration and courage to build it, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
•
O Lord our God, in your mercy and kindness, no thought of ours is left unnoticed, no
desire or concern ignored. You have proven that blessings abound when we fall on our
knees in prayer, and so we turn to you in our hour of need.
Surrounded by violence and cries for justice, we hear your voice telling us what is
required, “Only to do justice and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with your
God.” Fill us with your mercy so that we, in turn, may be merciful to others.
Strip away pride, suspicion, and racism so that we may seek peace and justice in our
communities. Strengthen our hearts so that they beat only to the rhythm of your holy
will. Flood our path with your light as we walk humbly toward a future filled with
encounter and unity.
Be with us, O Lord, in our efforts, for only by the prompting of your grace can we
progress toward virtue. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
•
Good and gracious God,
Who loves and delights in all people,
we stand in awe before You,
knowing that the spark of life within each person on earth is the spark of your divine
life.
Differences among cultures and races are multicolored manifestations of Your Light.
May our hearts and minds be open to celebrate similarities and differences among our
sisters and brothers.
We place our hopes for racial harmony in our committed action and in Your Presence
in our Neighbor.
May all peoples live in Peace.
•
Almighty God, through your Holy Spirit you created unity in the midst of diversity;
We acknowledge that human diversity is an expression of your manifold love for

your creation;
We confess that in our brokenness as human beings we turn diversity into a source of
alienation, injustice, oppression, and wounding.
Empower us to recognize and celebrate differences as your great gift to the human
family.
Enable us to be the architects of understanding, of respect and love;
Through the Lord, the ground of all unity, we pray.
•
You, the one
From whom on different paths
All of us have come.
To whom on different paths
All of us are going.
Make strong in our hearts what unites us;
Build bridges across all that divides us;
United make us rejoice in our diversity.
And at one in our witness to your peace,
A rainbow to your glory.
•
Love incarnate,
Fountain of Mercy and Justice
In a world of inequity and pain
May our actions be our prayer.
We cry out for Shalom, fullness of life to all.
Let the Spirit of Truth guide us.
Let the Spirit of Love free us.
Give us the compassion, courage and resolve
to become the light, we seek
that many may see life and their dignity restored
Inspire us to embody a world without injustice and prejudice
Form us into channels of your love and peace
Let the river of justice and mercy flood our imperfect world
Quenching the thirst of parched souls and lands.
Abide in us o Liberator that we become the Word
so that the world may have Life, Life in all its abundance.
Amen

