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Provincial/Federal Governments: 




Structures, Systems, Decision-Making and Influence
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

PARLIAMENT
Three branches work together to govern Canada: the executive, legislative and judicial branches. 

· The executive branch (also called the Government) is the decision-making branch, made up of the Prime Minister, and the Cabinet. 

· The legislative branch is the law-making branch, made up of two parts of parliament: the appointed Senate and the elected House of Commons. 

· The judicial branch is a series of independent courts that interpret the laws passed by the other two branches. Parliament itself is made up of the following three parts: the Monarch, the Senate and the House of Commons. Canada is a constitutional monarchy, which means that we recognize the Queen or King as the Head of State. In Canada, the Monarch is represented by the Governor General while the Prime Minister is the Head of Government. 

(Our Canada, Our Parliament- http://www.parl.gc.ca/About/Parliament/Education/OurCountryOurParliament/index-e.asp)
EXECUTIVE
PRIME MINISTER

In Canada, the leader of the political party that wins the most seats in the House of Commons becomes Prime Minister. (This is in contrast to some countries, where citizens vote to elect their leader directly, such as the President in the United States.) The Prime Minister is usually an MP who, after winning the election, is officially sworn in by the Governor General.

(Our Canada, Our Parliament- http://www.parl.gc.ca/About/Parliament/Education/OurCountryOurParliament/index-e.asp)

CABINET

The Prime Minister chooses members of the Cabinet. These are usually elected MPs (at least one Senator), and normally belong to the party in power. Those who head government departments are called Ministers. By custom, each province has at least one Cabinet Minister.  The Cabinet meets regularly to decide government policy and takes collective responsibility for government policies. It must, in public, agree with the government’s decisions or resign.

(Our Canada, Our Parliament- http://www.parl.gc.ca/About/Parliament/Education/OurCountryOurParliament/index-e.asp)
Ministers are responsible to Parliament for their official actions and those of their departments. 

Ministers / Secretary of State are assigned to assist a Minister in the carrying out of the Minister's responsibilities. 

Parliamentary Secretaries are named to assist a Minister as the Minister directs. 

Opposition Party Critics are responsible for presenting party policies in a given area and commenting on those of the Government.
