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Internal government process

(www.parl.gc.ca/About/House/compendium/web-content/c_d_financialcycle-e.htm
The Budget is a blueprint for how the government wants to spend and invest the funds and resources for Ontario or Canada. The Ministry of Finance is responsible for preparing the provincial budget and the Department of Finance is responsible for preparing the federal budget. 

Budgets outline the government’s priorities for the year – what they choose to fund and by how much.  Typically, budgets are presented early in the year, either in February or March.  In many instances, the provincial government will wait for the federal government to present its own budget so that the province can adapt its own budget to reflect the funding forthcoming from the other level of government.

Both levels of government traditionally hold “pre-budget” consultations where individuals and groups are able to make presentations to committee members (MPs, MPPs).  Individuals and groups are given five minutes to outline their own priorities and provide feedback on where they think the government should focus their funding. These pre-budget consultations traditionally happen late in the fall and in the winter months.

Federal Department of Finance: www.fin.gc.ca 

Ontario Ministry of Finance: www.fin.gov.on.ca 

