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A WORD OF 
GREETING
Welcome to our annual 
Joyful Giving stewardship 
campaign.  When we make 
a commitment of time, 
talent and treasure we 
acknowledge our role as 
caretakers of the Church 
and we show our gratitude 
for all God has entrusted 
to us.

Over and over again in the 
Gospels, Jesus speaks 
not of scarcity, but of 
abundance.  At this time of 
Harvest Thanksgiving and 
as we look to the new year 
there is so much for us to 
be thankful for at St Peter 
and St Simon’s.

We are a vibrant and 
growing community of 
faith, a place of hope in the 
heart of downtown Toronto, 
grounded in worship, 
learning and service. This 
parish is a gift to so many 
people and an important 
sign of God’s presence in 
the community.  

Thank you for all that 
you have done in the 
past year to support our 
ministry - thank you for the 
commitment you will make 
in the year ahead - thank 
you for your prayers and 
faithfulness.

Geoffrey+

           October 2019

Dear Parishioner, 

Thank you for your gifts of treasure and talent over the past year.  We 
are most grateful for your faithful and generous support for the mission 
of the parish and are pleased to report that over the past year, through 
everyone’s efforts, we have seen an increase in both participation and 
in donations.

Your financial gifts as well as your gifts of talent have enabled us to 
grow and remain a vibrant part of the body of Christ.  

Our Joyful Giving Campaign this year will once again focus on the 
important ways that parishioners can participate in being good 
stewards of the wonderful parish of St. Peter & St. Simon-the-Apostle. 
This is an opportunity for us to reflect on the relationship between our 
monetary offerings and the ministry offerings in our parish. 

At the heart of giving is free will, given by God. Each of us decides how 
we will make use of our material and spiritual gifts.  We invite you to 
consider prayerfully and thoughtfully your commitment to St. Peter and 
St. Simon-the-Apostle as we move forward into 2020. 

The following information will help you participate in this season of 
stewardship: 

Gifts of Treasure: Please take a moment to review our successes this 
year in the Narrative Snapshot which will give you more information 
about our ongoing ministry and financial situation.  This year we are 
requesting a 5% increase in giving.

You can give by cheque, envelopes, online through Canada Helps 
or through pre-authorized giving (PAG). A PAG authorization form is 
enclosed; PAG is the most effective way for the parish to receive gifts 
as it provides consistent on-going support. 

Gifts of Time & Talent: All areas of ministry are included on the 
Intention Form. Please review the form and check all areas you are 
interested in or would like to continue to serve in.

Visitation: One of our trained parish volunteers will phone to discuss 
the information you received as well as new ministry opportunities, 
changes, additions and any concerns you may have.  Please note that 
any personal information discussed will remain strictly confidential.

Intention Form: Please return this form by November 24, 2019 by 
placing it on the offertory plate or mailing it to the church.

As we celebrate the end of one year worshipping together and 
anticipate the next, we hope that you will enter into the joy of giving, 
discover how wonderful it feels to give, and live a life of gratitude and 
generosity. 

Sincerely,

Ted Robinson 
Rector’s Warden

Moveta Nanton 
Chair  
Stewardship Committee

Mary Martin
People’s Warden

Geoffrey Sangwine
Incumbent
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WE
RECEIVE

REVENUES

OFFERINGS
We are asking for a    increase in givings5%

Thank you for your generosity last year. Between the months of January to September 2019, offerings 
increased by $12,450  compared to the year before, representing a 9.3% increase in givings. We have 
also increased from number of parishioners using Pre-Authorized Giving from 38 to 47, growing our 
regular monthly, PAG offerings from $7,120 to $8,930.

This past year has also had its challenges, however. In particular, our rental income has fallen in 2019, 
which means that we remain in a projected deficit position. Although we have new renters, such as the 
Anglican United Refugee Alliance (AURA), we are still working to think creatively about our space.

As we discern as a parish how to be healthy stewards of our resources, it is important to note that we 
will have to balance the books at the end of the year by drawing on our capital funds. This is a short-term 
solution, and not sustainable. In the future, we will need to either reduce our ministry activities or increase 
what we receive.

offerings Budget

Actual $179,734

$172,125

January - September 2019

investments
$31,774
$32,025Budget

Actual

rentals
$139,603

$154,500Budget

Actual

other
$39,820

$28,125Budget

Actual
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RENTALS

OTHER INCOME

INVESTMENTS

Rental revenue received from January to September is $139,603.

We receive significant income from renting the various 
spaces of our church to 14 weekly tenants and numerous 
one-time renters. Our space is used like a community hub 
to host Yoga, tai chi, and piano lessons. Our space is also 
used by religious groups for prayer meetings, Bible study, 
and worship services. One-time renters use our space to 
celebrate birthdays, weddings, showers, and more.

Religious 
Groups

Community 
Groups

St. 
Simon’s 
Shelter

Early 
ON

Special 
Events

This revenue includes our Trust income, Bequests, and Miscellaneous income. Each year the Diocese 
gives us income from participating in the York Rectory fund. The Diocese also pays half of Deacon 
Michael’s salary and housing allowance. From time-to-time, people leave gifts in their will. If you are 
interested in legacy giving, please speak to our Treasurer, Johan van’t Hof (jvanthof@tonbridgecorp.com 
or 647-202-9985).

This includes income earned (interest and dividends) that we receive from the Diocese of Toronto, which 
holds and manages our invested capital funds. We occasionally draw from these undesignated funds to 
support our operating budget.
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MISSION  
& MINISTRY
BECAUSE OF YOUR GENEROSITY IN 2019, 

we were able to worship 156 times; welcome the wider community into our 
spaces through ministries like Doors Open; offer assistance to those in need; visit 

the sick and lonely; and nurture children and adults alike in the knowledge and 
love of God. 

WHERE OUR REVENUES GO

$93,877

January - September 2019Clergy Costs: 65% Worship & Pastoral, 10% Christian Education, 10% 
Communications, 15% Wider Church

christian 
education

$21,457

wider 
church

communications $13,161

music $44,439

worship & 
pastoral

$74,446

see page 9

see page 10

see page 12

see page 11

see page 11

Wider church includes, Diocesan Assessment ($59,224), Refugee support ($11,388), 15% 
clergy costs ($16,794), and other.
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WORSHIP & PASTORAL

156
Worship 
Services

January - September 2019

5,938
Attendees at 
our Weekday 
and Sunday 

Services

19 
Homilies 
Posted 
Online 180

Pastoral 
Visits by 
Clergy

2 
Baptisms

1 
Wedding

8 
Funerals

97 
Birthday 

Cards Sent 
Out
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MUSIC
January - September 2019

145 
Organ 

Voluntaries 
Played

As a 
choir, we 

sang 

73
Choral  

Services

11 
Choir 
Social 

Gatherings 
Held

165
Hours 

of Choir 
Rehearsal

As a 
congregation,  

we sang 

285 
Hymns
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION
January - September 2019

41 
Families 

Interacted 
with the Kids 
Summer Tent

15 
Bible Study 
Evenings

114 
Lessons 

Read During 
Sunday 
Services

33 
Different 

Children Have 
Attended 
Sunday 
School

COMMUNICATIONS
January - September 2019

342 
Messages 
Posted on 
Electronic 

Sign

39,000
 Webpage 

Views
54

Pages of 
Jubilate! 

Published 278
Posts on 

Twitter and 
Instagram

141
People 

Subscribed 
to Email 
Updates
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WIDER CHURCH
Wider church refers to anything beyond our doors. It includes:

• Outreach: After School Homework Club, Reaching Out Through Music, Opportunities Committee 
initiatives, Codrington College, and St Simon’s Shelter

• Diocesan Assessment: This is how we support the work of the Diocese and National Church

• Special Purpose: These are funds collected for a designated cause, such as refugee sponsorship 
and newcomer assistance or the Rector’s discretionary fund

$11,389
for Refugee 

Sponsorship and 
Newcomer 
Assistance

27
Students in 

the After School 
Homework 

Club

$1,000
for Codrington 

College

January - September 2019
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ADMINISTRATION

VOLUNTEER TIME

Staffing: Parish administrator, 
Cleaner & Verger $83,273

Insurance

Utilities

Maintenance 

Office Expenses

Other Expenses

$54,723

$12,564

$8,148

January - September 2019

Total: $222,020

186 
Tax 

Receipts 
Produced

The Mission & Ministry of our church would not be possible without the generous donation of your time 
and talents. Here’s a look at how we’ve volunteered at SPSS over the past year: 

Altar Guild, Sides People, 
Servers, Flowers, 
Children’s Ministry, Choir 
and Organ
Each Sunday Service: 
Over 100 hours of 
volunteer time

Hospitality
Coffee Hour, Wednesday 
Lunch, Parish Dinner & 
Special Events
Each week: 
Over 20 hours of 
volunteer time, plus 
significantly more for 
special events

Treasurer, Accounting, 
Envelope Secretary,  
Pre-Authorized Giving

Each month: 
Over 30 hours of 
volunteer time

Jubilate! Social Media, 
Website
Each month: 
Over 30 hours of 
volunteer time

Wardens Council, Advisory 
Board, Stewardship, 
Refugee, Communications, 
Opportunities, Mission Action 
Planning, Property, Library, 
Christian Education

Each year: 
Over 1,500 hours of 
volunteer time

Doors Open, Caribbean 
Night, Christmas Market, 
Black History, Tidy Up 
and Polishing Teams

These ministries require 
significant volunteer 
hours. For example, 
200 volunteer hours 
made Doors Open 
possible this summer.

CommunicationsWorship

Committees Accounting	 Other

$42,796

$20,516
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OUR PART

$1 - 100

January - September 2019

$101 - 200

2019: 33

2018: 37

$201 - 500

$501 - 1,000

$1,001 - 1,500

$1,501 - 2,500

$2,501 - 5,000

$5,001 plus

2019: 18
2018: 21

2019: 27
2018: 34

2019: 22
2018: 28

2019: 19
2018: 9

2019: 17
2018: 18

2019: 13
2018: 10

2019: 4
2018:2

Donors by Annual Offering

Chart does not include open offerings of $3,291 in 2019, and $4,302 in 2018.

How Much Should I Give?
To help us reach our offerings goal, we encourage you to 

consider moving to a higher level of giving. 

Annual Income Annual Giving Percentage

3% 5% 10%

$20,000 $600 $1,000 $2,000

$40,000 $1,200 $2,000 $4,000

$60,000 $1,800 $3,000 $6,000

$80,000 $2,400 $4,000 $8,000

$100,000 $3,000 $5,000 $10,000

$120,000 $3,600 $6,000 $12,000
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HOW SHOULD I GIVE?
Ponder and pray about what you can commit for 2020. 

1. Decide how you will fulfill your gift:

• Adjust your Pre-Authorized Giving
• Convert to Pre-Authorized Giving
• Continue to use Monthly Offering Envelopes
• One-time gift through Canada Helps, cheque or transfer of securities 

2. Complete the 2020 Intention Form.

3. Bring your completed Intention Form to church and place it on the offertory plate on any Sunday 
before November 24th. Or mail it to the church office: The Church of St Peter and St Simon-the-Apostle, 
525 Bloor Street East, Toronto, ON, M4W 1J1

4. Consider a Legacy Gift. Substantial gifts can be made without an immediate outlay of cash/assets, 
thereby protecting your immediate financial security. You may make a gift during your lifetime or in your 
will. For more information, contact our Treasurer, Johan van’t Hof at  
jvanthof@tonbridgecorp.com or 647-202-9985.

Why you should consider Pre-Authorized Giving

Pre-Authorized Giving (PAG) is the easiest, most efficient way to give to SPSS. In PAG, monthly 
withdrawals are made from your bank account to SPSS. You can cancel or change your commitment at 
any time.

How PAG helps you

By filling out and returning the enclosed PAG Form, you can make regular payments to SPSS 
effortlessly. You no longer need to remember cheques or cash on Sunday morning, or worrying about 
contributing while you’re on vacation.  

How PAG helps SPSS

PAG saves us significantly in labour costs. It helps us forecast our revenue for the year and gives us a 
dependable flow of income, especially when Sunday attendance fluctuates.

How do I sign up?

It’s easy. Fill out the attached Pre-Authorized Giving Form. If you already use PAG, check “I’m a current 
subscriber and this is an update.” If you are converting to PAG, check “I’m a new PAG subscriber.” 
Each month, the amount you specify will be deducted from your bank account.

More questions?

Contact the Office and ask to speak with Deacon Michael, email curate@stpeterstsimon.ca or  call 
416-923-8714 ext. 203



Reverend Geoffrey Sangwine, Incumbent 
Reverend Jennifer Matthews, Honorary Assistant 
Reverend Deacon Michael Perry, Assistant Curate

Ted Robinson, Rector’s Warden 
Mary Martin, People’s Warden 
Moveta Nanton, Chair Stewardship Committee 
Johan van’t Hof, Treasurer

The Church of St. Peter and St. Simon-the-Apostle 
525 Bloor Street East, Toronto, ON, M4W 1J1 
Tel: 416-923-8714 
Email: office@stpeterstsimon.ca 
Web: stpeterstsimon.ca

Credits: Icons Communication by Oksana Latysheva; Helping hands by Goh H Chin; Education by Knut M. Synstad; Music by Eagle Eye; Religion care 
by Corpus Delicti; Person by Guilherme Furtado from the Noun Project

Thanks to David McPherson’s keen eye and 
attention to detail, we have updated this report to 
provide the most accurate financial picture of our 
parish.  We are very grateful for his dilligence and 
assistence in preparing the financial statements 

that made this publication possible.


