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JUBILATE
An oasis in the heart of a bustling city

Choir Tour Notes
50 days until our choir crosses
the pond for their summer tour
in England. Find out what a
typical choristers day looks like
and what the non-singing
groupies will be doing. See
pages 3 and 4.

MAP Planning
Susan Bird reports on how to
plan strategically through a
Mission Action Plan (MAP) and
gives some impressions on the
interviews that she has
conducted with parishioners
during the Spring. See pages 7
and 8.

Diane Marshall
People’s Warden, Mary Martin,
reflects on her many years of
friendship with parishioner
Diane Marshall, who will be
leaving to start a new chapter
of her life in British Colombia.
See page 5.

The Peace of God which
passes all understanding
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14.23).
Sometimes I think we easily forget that Christ’s great legacy to us
is peace. Nowhere in the Gospels, as far as I can find, does Jesus
contribute to or succumb to a spirit of anxiety. In an anxious
world, in an anxious Church and in a parish that can sometimes
and understandably get anxious about a variety of things
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Honorary Assistant: Jennifer Matthews
Musical Director: Robin Davis
Newsletter Editor: Peggy Needham
Newsletter Production: Michael Perry
Visual Support: Mary Martin

1

Pentecost 2019

June 10, 2019

(especially about money) this should give us pause to stop and
think about what the Gospel life really means.

Michael Perry, the
new SPSS Assistant
Curate
Michael grew up in Toronto, in
the Yonge & Lawrence area. He
attended Little Trinity Anglican, in
the Distillery District where he
made some lifelong friendships
and a lifelong commitment to
Liverpool Football Club.
He went to Mount Alison
University in New Brunswick to
study Business, but switched to
International Relations during the
first week and neglected to tell
his parents till he got home for
Christmas.

The peace of the New Testament is the peace which is shared
between two devout people when they meet and when they part.
The custom of the Jewish people was and is to say “shalom”.
Now, shalom does not mean the quiet of a long weekend with no
emails or texts coming in. It means “I oﬀer you everything that
makes for your highest good.” The peace which the world oﬀers
is so often the peace of escape, the rather tenuous peace that
comes from the avoidance of trouble, or hard conversations, the
peace that comes from not facing things today and hoping they
will go away tomorrow.
The peace God oﬀers us in Jesus is the peace which no sorrow, no
danger, no suﬀering can make less. It passes understanding
because it does not really fall into the logic of our world and the
way we so often do things. It is the peace that comes from
restored relationships – reconciliation – that is the peace we
exchange on a Sunday – not our own, and not simply a “nice to
see you” kind of peace: we oﬀer other people in this church the

Students of International
Relations need to be bilingual
and so upon completing his
degree in 2007, he moved to the
Champagne region of France to
get in a little extra practice. He
stayed two years in the medieval
city of Troyes, working as an
English Language Assistant with
high school students. While
living in Troyes he discovered the
community of Taizé, which
welcomes tens of thousands of
young people who experience a
week following the rhythms of
monastic life. (cont. page 5)
Pentecost window, The Church of Reconciliation, Taizé
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peace that Christ has oﬀered to us.
On June 9th we celebrated the Feast of Pentecost, that extraordinary event when the Holy Spirit fell
upon the disciples and the many gathered in Jerusalem. As they all spoke in their own native languages,
they understood one another. Far from being a scene of chaos, the character of this Pentecostal event is
understanding and unity. It seems to me that this activity of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus himself, is
what can oﬀer peace in our world, peace in our Church, peace in our homes and peace in our hearts.
The world may throw many things our way that can seem like obstacles to success, obstacles, to
happiness, obstacles to growth, obstacles to true peace. But remember, we have the gracious gift of the
Spirit who is our counsellor, our comforter and our guide. With that Spirit among us always, we can do
great things for God and for one another.
Let us embrace the peace that Christ gives and let us give his peace to the people we meet each and every
day. We never can tell who that might be, who really needs it. Peace is at the very heart of the Gospel,
and it is Christ’s peace alone that will set hearts on fire.
An excerpt from Fr Geoffrey’s Sermon on Sunday, May 26, 2019

A Typical Day on a
Choir Tour
by Robin Davis
Singing as “choirs in residence” in the cathedrals
in England is both exhilarating and exhausting.
During our time there we will be singing 14
services in 13 days including 2 days “oﬀ.” Most of
the services are the daily Evensongs which
include organ voluntaries, one or two hymns, a
choral psalm, choral settings of the responses,
choral settings of the Magnificat and Nunc
Dimitis and an anthem.
While much of the music will be reprised in
Chichester, the music from day to day is unique
and requires daily rehearsing in a rehearsal room
to prepare the choir parts, and in the cathedral
before the services to acclimatize with the space
and the organist. Because the organist and organ
console are some distance away from the choir
and conductor, the organist relies on video and

audio monitors to keep the performance
synchronized.
In Gloucester we will be staying at the New
County Hotel about a 10 minute walk from the
cathedral. Breakfast will be à la carte with a
morning rehearsal from 9:30 to 10:30. In
Gloucester we will rehearse in the cathedral Song
School and in Chichester at the University, where
we will be lodging. The middle of the day is free
time to relax and explore the surroundings. At
4:00 we meet again in the cathedral choir stalls
(wearing our red cassocks as is our tradition here)
to rehearse till 5:10. Evensong begins at 5:30 on
weekdays and lasts about 45 minutes. Following
the service, discussions are had to select the pub
of choice for the evening’s relaxation and
camaraderie.
Thank you to the many people who have
supported this eﬀort since January of 2018. As
we are getting close to the tour there remain lots
of details to take care of, but we have an amazing
group of people all working together.
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Fun planned for
Choir Groupies!
Laurie Sanderson
Our wonderful SPSS Choir is going to take
residency in the Cathedrals of Gloucester and
Chichester in England, during August 2019.
There are a few of us that are tagging along and
we do not have rehearsals everyday! Two day trips
have been planned to keep us busy and to give us
something to talk about at dinner.

June 10, 2019

enrich minds and oh, to have fun! I understand
that Fr. Geoﬀ 's father sang in Southwark
Cathedral. Maybe we are on a pilgrimage?
Borough Market is a 1000 year old market on the
Southbank and will give us that European feeling
with food and flowers. I can't wait!
It is hard to believe that summer is coming right
now but it is what is keeping me from hiding
under the covers this cold Spring. Dreaming of
the English countryside…

Gloucester is on a canal system that was build to
link the country together in a slower and less
digital age. We will hire a Narrowboat, which is
another word for a barge I have learned. Badger,
as in the character in the Wind in the Willows,
is our boat and will ferry us down the canal to
view the beautiful countryside for the day. I am
sure that we will find a pub along the way for
needed sustenance.
Chichester, which is the Choir's second stop, is
about an hour south of London. A tour of the
Southbank, Southwark Cathedral and Borough
Market has been planned to spark interest,

Southwark Cathedral, England
Top right and bottom left photos submitted by Laurie Sanderson
Bottom right photo submitted by Robin Davis

Badger, the Narrowboat

Gloucester Cathedral
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Assistant Curate (continued
from page 2)
Michael’s time in Taizé stretched from autumn of
2009 until the summer of 2011 but he was also
sent by the community to prepare two
international Taizé meetings in Norway (1,000
attendees) and the Netherlands (30,000
attendees). In Taizé, he discovered a sense of
vocation in working towards reconciliation within
the Church and the wider human family and grew
into a contemplative prayer practice.
He and his wife, Yvonne, met in Teachers' College
in Ottawa and were married the summer of 2013.
After having worked in the Halton region as
French teachers, they embarked on a selfsupported one year bicycle adventure that
brought them to Europe, South East Asia,
Australia, and New Zealand. After many
kilometres and much reflection both he and his
wife decided to take new directions and
subsequently applied to a Masters of Divinity and
a Masters of Urban planning respectively.
Michael studied theology at Trinity College,
Toronto and made many friends, read many
books, and wrote many papers. He graduated on
May 7th, much the relief to the relief of his wife.
He was ordained a transitional deacon in the
Diocese of Toronto on May 5th and is delighted to
be the assistant curate at St. Peter and St. Simonthe-Apostle, especially as he lives in the parish
boundaries. His ministry begins at the beginning
of May and will last for the next two years.
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Stewardship
Committee News
Stephanie Leontowitsch
Be a personal witness!
We are once again looking for members of our
congregation who would be willing to be lay
witnesses during our Joyful Giving campaign
this coming fall.
It’s through the stories and testimonials shared
by individuals of their journeys in faith and their
experiences in belonging to this wonderful
community, that we can promote the value of
stewardship and the need to increase our eﬀorts
in order to continue our ministry here at SPSS.
If you are comfortable speaking in public and
would be able to speak at one of our 10:30
services this fall, then please contact Moveta
Nanton and she will provide you with further
information. Moveta can be reached at
moveta.nanton@gmail.com

His previous ministry placements were the Lay
Pastoral Assistant for Children and Youth at the
Church of St. Mary Magdalene, the Summer
Outreach Chaplain at the Parish of Georgina,
Sibbald Point Provincial Park, St. Nicholas Birch
Cliff (Warden & Kingston Road), and St. Jude’s
Wexford (Lawrence & Victoria Park).
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A Defining Moment
by Mary Martin
“Wistful” and “wishful”, two words diﬀering by a
letter, one word tinged with sadness and the
other with hope, both of which describe how I
feel about the all-to-soon departure at the end of
July, of Diane Marshall, our friend, colleague,
mentor and inspiration. Our world at St. Peter’s
and St. Simon’s has been enriched by her
presence and will be diminished by her absence,
but she goes to British Columbia to be closer to
her beloved sons, grandchildren and sister Nancy.
Sadly, she must leave daughter Liz behind for the
time being.
Diane and I met 15 to 20 years ago, while we
both attended St. Peter’s Church Carlton Street.
Diane was just “there” leading the prayers,
innovating the anointing service, and challenging
all of us with respect to environmental and
human rights issues, particularly those relating to
women and to Indigenous peoples. Diane
organized numerous letter- writing campaigns to
all levels of government and to non-government
organizations. She was instrumental in
developing the mission statement for St. Peter’s
that was inclusive of our gay brothers and sisters.
Diane has always been, and continues to be, a
whirlwind of energy, going oﬀ to various
conferences both local and around the world,
attending meetings, serving on committees in
our church community and at the Diocese, and
all the while singing in a Rock and Roll choir
which in 2015 performed at Carnegie Hall in
New York City.
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to our respective families. One of the great gifts
of friendship is the ability to continue
conversations over diﬀerent periods of time with
the sense that they are never-ending, unbroken.
With Diane there is always something interesting
to discuss and debate. Ultimately, we laugh at our
own foibles in dealing with this crazy world.
I have always admired Diane for her courage in
taking on all that life oﬀers to her, the good and
the bad. I believe that her deep faith gives her
this courage to confront sorrow and joy with
equal grace. For me Diane embodies the great
rules by which we are called upon to live our lives
as Christians, to love God and to love our
neighbour as ourselves. Diane sees goodness in
almost all the people whom she meets. She values
them, draws them out, and makes them shine.
Diane has set high standards for us, and we
should continue to follow her example: never fear
to call out a perceived injustice, never fear to
quietly harangue those in power to right a wrong,
and never fear to listen.
So, let us put aside being “wistful” about Diane’s
departure, and be “wishful” for this defining
moment in our friend’s future life. Godspeed
Diane!

Our acquaintance became friendship. Work,
families and faith became intertwined.
Diane and I shared our personal trials and
tribulations and gave support to each other and
Photo submitted by Mary Martin
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Mission Possible
by Susan Bird

THIS IS THE RIGHT TIME FOR US TO
PLAN STRATEGICALLY

Just like everyone else, at St. Peter’s and St.
Simon’s we have the age-old problem of urgent
things to be done. They are not always the most
important things that we should be doing, and
they often seem to create more urgencies. Over
time, all those short-term solutions start creating
long-term problems. The process for developing
a strategy is not rocket science, but it does take
time.
To reinforce the message in the letter from
Father Geoﬀ and the Wardens’ Council in
March, this is the opportune time for us to look
to our future. This is a chance for us to see
things from new perspectives, to aﬃrm what we
do well, to discover new ways of doing things,
and to learn from each other as we travel forward
together. This will be a time to reflect upon and
explore our ministry: what we are good at, what
challenges we face, and what opportunities God
is laying before us that are specific to our needs
and the needs of the community around us.
"Planning is an important way to demonstrate
stewardship of a church's resources - we cannot
do everything. We are called to do much, and we
cannot waste human and financial resources by
scattering our energy on multiple projects that
are not thought through”. (www.anglican.ca)
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MISSION ACTION PLANNING (MAP)
In researching the resources available for
Strategic Planning in churches on the Diocese of
Toronto website, I found this reference and
referral to important reading:
It’s essential to have a clear vision of the
priorities of the parish or diocese before asking
people to step up their contributions. A Mission
Action Plan (MAP) is one way to do this, and it’s
a method practiced in many areas of the U.K.
church. The Mission and Public Aﬀairs Council
of the Church of England’s General Synod speaks
of MAP as “drawing on management methods to
give a semi-formal structure to processes of
planning and imagination around the mission of
the local church.”
Every church makes plans. After all, we all have
services, ministries, events, and programs to
organize. But just because we have a lot of
activities in place doesn’t mean we’re
accomplishing our real priorities or pursuing our
highest ideals. But what is the diﬀerence between
everyday planning and Mission Action Planning?
There is an infinite number of things to do and
opportunities available; but without a strategy,
we never really know if we are making the right
plans.

A strategy answers questions like:
· Who has God called us to be in our
community?
·How do we prioritize our opportunities?
·What plans need to be implemented to
fulfill our aspirations?
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It’s about understanding and seeing the
diﬀerence between long-term and short-term
goals.
A plan asks “What are the important steps?” A
strategy asks, “What are the important plans?”

OUR MAP STATUS UPDATE

By the time you read this, I will have completed
thirty in-depth conversations with a crosssection of Clergy, Wardens (past and present) and
parishioners of all ages, from both St. Peter’s and
St. Simon’s, long timers and newcomers, and
representatives from the diverse communities
that enrich our membership. Everyone was
asked to respond to the following questions in
conversation with me:
1. What are the major strengths of our church/
parish as you know and experience it?
2. Are you able to identify weaknesses that we
need to work on? Where are we “missing the
boat”?
3. What opportunities do you think there are to
strengthen/grow the parish in the next 3 -5 years?
4. Are you aware of any present or future
barriers /threats to our success?
5. What could we do in the short term at SPSS
that would help you feel fully engaged and
energized about planning for the future of the
parish?
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Our next steps will be to:
· Establish a core planning team of six to eight
people, whose job will be to do the initial
detailed planning work on behalf of the parish,
with the support of the Wardens’ Council, and
which I will facilitate through a structured
planning process.
· Review the results of the above confidential
conversations, which will be organized into
categories without attribution to the source. The
initial review will be with Wardens’ Council and
the planning team. The results will also be shared
with the parish in the coming months.
· Work over the summer to reach out to the
groups that use our church and the communities
around us to better understand their needs.
· Interact with sister churches and other faith
communities to learn from their planning
experiences.
· Establish a Communication Plan to keep the
parish informed of our work as we go forward.
· Engage more fully with the parish in the Fall
when people are back from summer vacations.

I can share with you that the conversations have
been insightful, forthright and inspiring and that
I thoroughly enjoyed getting to know so many of
you better in the process. Thank you very much
to everyone who agreed to enter into this
dialogue with me. I look forward to sharing the
results and to the rest of the journey with you all.

6. Is there any other input or feedback that you
would be willing to provide? Is there another
question that you were hoping that I would ask
you?
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Children at SPSS
by Sileen Phillips
The highlight of the children’s participation in
worship this year is the mini-pageant they
beautifully executed during the Easter Sunday
service. There was barely time for a rehearsal. In
fact, I had met some of the children for the first
time that morning. Thanks to Robin Davis for
providing the wardrobe filled with more than
enough costumes to give everyone a part.
Special thanks to all the children who took part:
Our Lord was played by Elijah, accompanied by
his Roman guards played by Daniel and Kearin;
Edward as Simon of Cyrene; Zara and Anya as
Mary, mother of Jesus and Mary Magdalene; and
our Sunday school assistants also played a
significant role in making it a success not only in
participating but worked very hard that morning
to help the children with rehearsals: Ola (played
Joseph of Arimathea), Olivia (backstage including
costume change) and Isabel who read the passion
narrative beautifully and confidently. Awesome
job everyone!
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This brings me to a very important question and
a topic that aﬀects all churches and the children
that attend them. How do you think the children
felt to have made that contribution to the
service? They felt proud, joyful and happy to have
participated. They were bursting with delight
from the response they received from all of the
adults. Children’s active and visible participation
in church services from time to time is very
crucial to their spiritual growth and their sense
of community within the context of the Church.
It makes them feel important and validated –
that they are not simply there because an adult
wants them to be there - that they matter.
The unfortunate thing is that we adults often see
children as not fully formed persons because they
are still growing. We often are ready to teach
them but seldom think that they have something
to teach us. We have it backwards. Jesus said it
Himself that children are the greatest in the
kingdom (Matt. 18:1-5). So how then can we insist
on them emulating us when Christ says we
should emulate them? We work tirelessly for
children to conform to our standards but if we
were to work just as hard to adopt that child-like
spirit which Christ explicitly
states is an essential
condition of entering the
kingdom, the church
community and the world in
general would be a very
diﬀerent place. Children are
not just gifts and a means of
continuity. They are
examples for us to follow,
little persons who deserve
our respect and who are
active participants in the
ministry of Christ.

Easter Pageant. Photo submitted by Sileen Phillips
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Jomard Al Bayati, the most recent refugee sponsored by SPSS, arrived at Pearson airport in mid-May. Jomard is
Mohammed’s father and he is settling into life in Toronto.
Pictured: Ted, Mohammed, Jomard, and Ali (Sarah’s father)
Photo submitted by Mary Martin

Photo of Jim Colling in Allen Gardens, which he
visits regularly. Submitted by Frank Hillis

Did you miss Fire Drill Sunday? Don’t worry, there are
plans to have another drill, but this time without
advanced warning. Take note of the three exits!
Fire Exit Map submitted by Vanessa Scott
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The SPSS Courtyard: a restful place to meditate.
“It is my belief that in our mad world where there is so much pain, rivalry,
hatred, violence, inequality, and oppression, it is people who are weak,
rejected, marginalized, counted as useless, who can become a source of life
and of salvation for us as individuals as well as for our world. And it is my
hope that each one of you may experience the incredible gift of the
friendship of people who are poor and weak, that you too, may receive
life from them. For they call us to love, to communion, to compassion
and to community.” Poem, Jean Vanier
Photo submitted by Diane Marshall.

The Walking Group started off the season with our second annual visit
to High Park for the Cherry Blossom Festival. Although the buds were
just opening on the cherry trees, the forsythia bushes were in full
bloom. At the moment, we have one walk a week on Wednesdays
after Holy Communion and lunch (weather permitting), but we are
open to expanding to other days and times. If you are interested,
please speak with Carol Peck or leave a message with the Office.
Photos submitted by Ena Fonde
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Reaching Out
Through Music
by Virginia Evoy
On Saturday, April 27th, Reaching Out Through
Music presented Spring Breezes, a fundraising
concert to benefit the St. James Town Children's
Choir & ROTM Music Education programs.
Our featured performer, tenor Asitha Tennekoon
shared several beautifully sung operatic, jazz, and
music theatre pieces. As well, the choir sang
three sets of lovely pieces it had been working on
throughout the year. We were delighted to see
several SPSS congregational members at the
concert, and deeply appreciate the ongoing
support we enjoy from our friends at SPSS.

Cassius Francis, Submitted by Virginia Evoy

A testimony: Cassius Francis
I have been a part of ROTM since 2012. Trying
to find a good and aﬀordable place to learn the
piano posed a challenge, but luckily, my family
and I ran into the ROTM program. The learning
experience was fun and engaging, and I quickly
began to pick things up.

Soon, I took interest in more than just the piano
lessons since I heard there was a choir as well. I
took part in the choir from 2012 to 2015. Joining
the choir was also an amazing experience.
Whether you believed you can sing really well, or
you thought you weren’t all that amazing, didn’t
matter. Every kid was engaged in the rehearsals
and had fun performing. I even took part in
guitar lessons from 2012 to 2016.
Every program I took part in was fun and
engaging. It influenced me greatly from a musical
standpoint. Everything I learned from ROTM
programs has influenced my musical life outside
of the program. I was able to apply my
knowledge and experiences in my school’s
curriculum and after school bands. The ROTM
positively influenced my love for music. I play in
a few school bands, and I’ve even considered
continuing music as a hobby. It was all thanks to
ROTM. I wouldn’t have come this far without
ROTM’s influence.
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Photo top of page 12 Thaanya Aswathaman singing her duet with Asitha Tennekoon.
Photo top of page 13 the ROTM Choir Singing in Allen Gardens on April 6. Stay tuned for the Fall concert dates.

Reaching Out Through
Music and the St. James
Town Children’s Choir wish
to extend their sincere
thanks to SPSS and its
community. We are
enormously grateful for the
ongoing support afforded to
this vibrant and growing
music education
organization. We simply
couldn’t do it without SPSS.
Virginia Evoy, Executive
Director.
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Hymns For Different
Occupations

For one pudding you will need:

Submitted by Ann Nelis

- 2 eggs

DENTIST Crown him with many crowns

- 1+1⁄3 C white flour

OPTICIAN Be Thou my vision

- 2 tsp baking powder

BUILDER The Church’s one foundation

- 1⁄2 tsp salt

SINGER We have heard a joyful sound

- 1-2 tbsp rose water

GOLFER There is a green hill far away

- 1 heaping tsp ground cardamom

MOTORIST By the rutted roads we follow

- 6 tbsp rose petal jam

DRAPER Blest be the tie

- 2 tbsp rose water

FOOTBALLER Far oﬀ I see the goal
PLUMBER Come, thou fount of every blessing
AUDIENCE O clap your hands, all ye people
TEACHER Nobody knows the trouble I’ve seen
WATCHMAKER My times are in my hands
LAWYER In our hour of trial
CANOEIST Shall we gather at the river
BAKER Let us break bread together
LIBRARIAN Let all mortal flesh keep silent
From Monthly Magazine of St. Columb’s Cathedral,
Derry, Northern Ireland

Lady Day Pudding
by Ian Corlett
My own creation, this cake-like dessert is
intended primarily for Lady Day (the Feast of the
Annunciation) on 25 March – but feel free to
enjoy it at any time of year! It was suggested by
the association of the Virgin Mary with roses and
fragrant spices. This proved to be a hit at our
Bible study, and hopefully will be a hit with you
as well.

- 1⁄2 C unsalted butter
- 1⁄2 C white sugar

Preparation directions:
☞ Cream butter and sugar together until light
and fluﬀy. Add eggs; beat until combined. Sift
together flour, salt, baking powder and
cardamom; fold into butter mixture. Add 1-2 tbsp
rose water, and mix gently until smooth. (Add a
little more rose water if the mixture seems a bit
stiﬀ, but don’t overdo it and make it sloppy.)
☞ Scrape mixture into a greased pudding mould.
(This can be either a specialized basin or a
ceramic bowl.) Cover securely and steam for 2
hours.
☞ Meanwhile, make the sauce, by heating the
jam together with remaining rose water just until
it mixes together and is pourable. Turn out the
pudding, and spoon the sauce over it. It can be
served once cool enough to eat.
☞ Serving suggestion: This pudding is good
served with custard (not too sweet or flavoured
with vanilla) or with rice pudding.
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What is Rogationtide?
Deacon Michael Perry
A preacher’s confession: I did not know much about
Rogation Days, except that it was in the Book of Common
Prayer and that it had something to do with crops.
Naturally, my fantastical mind did the rest and I told Yvonne
prior to writing my homily that “I think it has something to
do with crop rotations,” which turned out to be entirely
false!
Traditionally, Rogation days were the three days preceding
Ascension Day. Rogationtide has its roots in the latin word
Rogare, meaning “to ask.” What the Church is asking for is
God’s blessing on the forthcoming harvest. Historically,
during these days, Christians would say prayers of petition
focusing on good weather, the protection of the land from
natural disasters or disease, and, in due season, a bountiful
harvest, so that we might live with both mouths full of food
and with hearts full of praise for God. But what we have to
ask ourselves is how do we find a contemporary
understanding to Rogationtide? How in Toronto, when most
of us neither sow nor harvest crops, when our supermarkets
make all seasons, seasons of abundance, and when asking
God to bless this city with the provision food is a rather
redundant petition, how do we make sense of Rogationtide.
The answer, I think, is found the Gospel text appointed for
the day, Luke 11-11:13, which points us towards the
importance of asking, searching, and knocking when we
petition God.
I think that some of us can become uncomfortable with the
idea of asking God and presenting a specific petition, like
good harvests. We know that too often in the Church’s
history, God’s character has been blurred to present like
some sort of heavenly Santa Claus, who if he’s listening and if
we are asking with due reverence, God will grant those
requests on our list. So what does Jesus mean when he tells
us to ask, search, and knock? Jesus tells his disciples to
persevere in their prayers, and encourages them to ask,
search, and knock … As human beings, we are seekers. In
our lives, we find no fulfilment in blindly following routines,
but we wish to live in a way that searches for something
more. And faith, trust in the living God, encourages this
character trait in us. Faith encourages this attitude of
searching because trust in God challenges us to ask and
renew our faith everyday, especially in the context of
challenging questions.
As seekers, we are always asking questions, but it
would be wrong to think that sooner or later we are going to
find the answers which will bring our searching to an end
once and for all. As we seek, little by little, we come to
realize that every true answer is a step in a process which
constantly leads us further forward. Ask, search, knock …
Our Gospel made it sound so simple: Ask and it will be given
to you, search and you will find, knock and the door will be
opened to you. And that is true, but the answer that is given
to us is not the end, what we have found does not mean the
search is over, and the door is opened to a new and greater
way for us to journey forward. So when we ask, search, and
knock, we are reflecting the reality that each day, life is like a
pilgrimage that we undertake with an attitude of trust in
God, even if our questions lead us to answers that prompt
new questions.
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Prayers of petition, however, are a little diﬀerent than our
life’s pilgrimage of seeking. A bountiful harvest is a very
specific ask. And asking God for a good one seems a tad
selfish, and frankly, a bit absurd. Clearly God knows we need
food to eat; we are not telling God something that God does
not already know. And clearly our asking for food is not
going to convince God any more of that fact. But Jesus’
teaching on prayers of petition are not centred around
informing or convincing God. Instead, Jesus says in a
straightforward way God knows what you need before you
ask. Do you give a child a snake when they ask for a fish. Or
a scorpion when they ask for an egg? Well if you give good
things to your children, think how much more the heavenly
Father will give good things. Jesus says God knows what we
need before we ask, so the specific request is not the
important part in asking. Instead, Jesus encourages us to ask
with the trust of a child.
When Jesus taught the disciples to pray, he said “Father
hallowed be your name,” but he used the word Abba, an
Aramaic word that was so shocking to its hearers that it is
simply left alongside the rest of the Greek text. Abba is a
child’s word. It is like saying daddy or papa. Abba is an
informal word, not a word that was used in religious life.
Can you image speaking with Daddy Geoﬀ after the service?
But Jesus’ intention is not to be irreverent or informal, but to
express intimacy.
When we pray Abba and then oﬀer a prayer of petition we
are not saying to God … ‘Dear Abba we are not sure if this
year you were going to make the sun shine, the clouds rain,
and the crops grow, so we are asking if you could do those
things.’ Instead, we are saying: ‘Dear Abba we trust that you
care for us like a loving parent cares for a child and we trust
that we are your beloved sons and daughters.’ By praying to
our Abba we are rooting our lives in a loving relationship
between God and us.
It is obvious that God could manage without our petitions.
God could treat us as passive beings who do nothing but
receive care, as though God were a mother and we were a
new born infant. The maturing of our trust in God moves us
from infancy into the reality that God calls us to actively
collaborate in the realization of God’s plans. So a prayer of
petition becomes an opportunity in our lives: an opportunity
mature in our relationship with God through greater trust;
but also an opportunity to share in God’s concern for
something specific.
Ask, search, knock … If we ask on Rogation Sunday for God
to bless us with a good harvest, we are also invited into that
opportunity to actively participate in a good harvest. It
means that we are active participants in caring for the earth
so that it can produce abundantly. It also means that we are
active participants in caring for others by sharing the fruits
of the earth, so that everyone can benefit from this
abundance. In this way, a prayer of petition moves beyond a
self-centred request, to one in which our petitions reflect our
deeper desire to participate in a life with God our Abba,
which inevitably draws us to notice that we are sons and
daughters of one family, who share one home. Rogationtide
is the opportunity in the Church year to ask for, search after,
and knock open the door to a world in which all life can be
blessed by God. And it is also a moment to reflect upon how
urgent and necessary that blessing is. For ours is an earth in a
crisis of ecology and a people in a crisis of division. So dear
Abba, please bless us this Rogationtide. Amen.
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"Someday after mastering winds, waves, tides and
gravity, we shall harness the energies of love, and

Pentecost (1782)

then, for the second time in the history of the world,

István Dorffmaister

humanity will discover fire.”

(1741-1797)

-Teilhard de Chardin

The painting was
executed for the

May the Spirit, who hovered over the waters when the

High Altar of the

world was created, breathe into you life.

Church of Holy Spirit

May the Spirit, who overshadowed the virgin when the

at Sopron, Hungary.

eternal Son came among us, make you obedient in the
service of the Lord.
May the Spirit who inflamed the Church upon the day of
Pentecost, set the world on fire with the love of the Risen
Christ. Amen.
Happy Pentecostide & Happy Summer!

Summer Events
❖

Seniors Eucharist & Luncheon, Wed June
12th @ 11 am

❖

Parish BBQ, Sun June 16th after the service

❖

Holy Fire Bible Study, Tues June 11th &
18th @ 6:30 pm

❖

Join the Summer Drop-In Choir from June
23rd till Labour Day

❖

Stewardship Ministry Fair, Sun September
29th after the service

❖

Wednesdays, Holy Eucharist 11 am

❖

Sundays, Holy Eucharist 8.30 am & 10:30
am

Next issue of
Jubilate,
Michaelmas (Fall)
Our parish is a bee hive of activity. We have so
many stories to share and Jubilate is the perfect
place to let the whole SPSS community know
about an upcoming event, study, concert or liturgy.
But more importantly, it is a place you can write
about and reflect on something that has been
meaningful to you in our common spiritual
journey in the past months. We are always
looking for contributors of articles & photos!
So helps us share the Good News!
Next Submission deadline: August 15th
Next Publication deadline: September 8th

Jubilate! is a newsletter for the parishioners and friends of
the Church of St. Peter and St. Simon-the-Apostle
525 Bloor St E, Toronto, ON M4W 1J1 | office@stsimons.ca | stpeterstsimon.ca | 416-923-8714
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