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Incumbent:  The Reverend Geoffrey Sangwine 

Honorary Assistant: Jennifer Matthews 

Music Director:  Robin Davis 

Newsletter Editor:  Peggy Needham 

Newsletter Technical Advisor: Malcolm Jackson 

 

From the Rector 
 

 

Welcome to the “Michaelmas” issue of our parish newsletter.  

Michaelmas is another name for The Feast of Michael and All 

Angels which is celebrated on September 29.  As it falls near the 

equinox, the day is associated with the beginning of autumn and the 

shortening of days.  This year we will celebrate the feast on the 

nearest Sunday, October 1.  It used to be said that harvest had to be 

taken in by Michaelmas.  As a new season, it was the time when 

new servants were hired or land was exchanged and debts were 

paid. This is how it came to be that Michaelmas was the time for 

electing magistrates and was also the beginning of legal and 

university terms. In this tradition, the fall academic term at Trinity 

College here in Toronto is known as “The Michaelmas Term”. 

It is hard to believe that the new season is upon us.  We have had a 

very good summer at St. Peter and St. Simon-the Apostle and I hope 

you have had a chance for some rest and relaxation.  Sunday 

services have been particularly well attended, supported of course 

by the dedicated musical leadership of Robin and his group of 

assistants as well as a choir enhanced by new members.  The 

visiting clergy who filled in while I was away were particularly 

impressed with the warmth and vitality of the parish and they send 

their greetings.  As we look ahead to the fall there is a lot going on 

including the Celebration of New Ministry on September 10, the 

Caribbean Festival on September 23, the All Saints Festival and 

Dinner on November 5, and the upcoming services for Advent and 

Christmas. This fall we are pleased to welcome a student 

assistant, Shelly Pollard.  Shelly is a entering her third year 

of divinity at Wycliffe College and is a postulant for 

ordination in the Diocese of Toronto. She will be with us 

for approximately ten hours per week, mostly on Sundays,  
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"The Archangel Michael can be seen in a 1925 McCausland window found on the north wall of the nave.” 
 

 
 

REGULAR SERVICES 
  

Every Sunday 

8:30am Holy Eucharist 

10:30am Choral Service 
 

 

Every Wednesday 

11am Holy Eucharist & 

Anointing for Healing 
 

 

Tuesday, September 26, 

6-7 pm Candlelight Evening 

Prayer Service 

 

OTHER SERVICES  

AND EVENTS 
 

 

Caribbean Night 

Saturday, September 23, 6 pm 
 

Shelter Fundraiser 

Thursday, October 19, 6:30 pm 
 

All Saints Festival Evensong 

& Dinner 

Sunday, November 5, 4 pm 
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where we will work on liturgical formation, and 

teaching – we hope to re-start the Sunday morning 

Coffee and Conversation Series where we will 

discuss the lectionary readings prior to the service.  

On November 17 and 18, we will host a Parish 

Visioning event.  This will be a chance for us to 

look back at our collective history and look ahead 

to where the Holy Spirit is calling our community 

into the future.  We are one of, if not the most, 

densely populated and diverse parishes in the 

country and this presents many needs and many 

opportunities.  We can’t do everything and there is 

always the risk of trying to do too much!  This 

event will be a time to help focus our mission and 

ministry and to get to know each other.  The 

visioning will be led by the Reverend Canon 

Susan Bell, Canon Missioner of the Diocese of 

Toronto.  

Throughout the ages many Christians have felt 

themselves to be attended by angels – swift, 

powerful, and enlightening.  These spirits are often 

depicted in Christian art in human form; with 

wings to show that time and space do not constrain 

them, with swords to signify their power, and with 

dazzling clothes to represent their ability to 

enlighten faithful humans.  For us modern, and 

tactile people, a concept of such an angelic being 

can be difficult to grasp or accept.  With that, I 

think it helpful to remember that the name “angel” 

in scripture comes from the Greek word meaning 

“messenger”; an angel is quite simply a messenger 

from God.  An important aspect of the spiritual 

life, is being open to the living God who comes to 

us in many and diverse ways, and for us to 

likewise be messengers of God’s glory and love 

revealed in Jesus Christ.  

As we begin this new season we are reminded that 

with angels and archangels and all the company of 

heaven we are to praise and magnify God’s holy 

name in worship, in our mission as a parish and in 

our daily lives.  May we be open to the amazing 

ways in which God speaks and to the prompting of 

his Spirit in whom we live and move and have our 

being.   Geoffrey+ 

The Collect for St Michael and All Angels 
 

 

 

Eternal God, you have constituted in a wonderful 

order the ministries of angels and mortals. 

Grant that as your holy angels always stand before 

you in heaven, so at your command, they may help and 

defend us here on earth; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives, and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

"St Michael defeating the devil".  

Sculpture by Jacob Epstein at St Michael's Cathedral,  

Coventry, England 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Welcome Shelly Pollard! 
 

 

Shelly Pollard will be 

starting her 3
rd

 year of the 

M. Div. Pioneer program at 

Wycliffe College this 

September. She is currently 

a postulant in the Diocese of 

Toronto, who aspires to be 

ordained in the Anglican 

Church upon graduation. 
         

         Shelly Pollard 
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Shelly has a heart for missions and seeing the 

various ways that the church is changing through 

the leading of the Holy Spirit. Shelly’s past parish 

placements have been at Trinity Church in Aurora, 

and a joint placement between Flemingdon Park 

Ministry and St. James-the-Apostle in Sharon, this 

past summer. Through these various experiences, 

Shelly has participated in extensive child and 

youth work, as well as preaching and outreach 

activities. For her, it all comes back to being open 

to how God is leading in the work that He has 

called us to do.  

 

Shelly is very excited to join the community of St. 

Peter and St. Simon-the-Apostle and participate in 

God’s mission with everyone here. Shelly and her 

husband, William McCullough, have been married 

for just over four years and currently live in the 

town of Newmarket.  

 

Shelly completed her undergraduate degree in 

Political Science and Women’s Studies at York 

University’s Glendon College (BA Hons) in 2009. 

She is excited to use all that she has learned so far 

to serve the church and is looking forward to 

learning from Fr. Geoff and the congregation at St. 

Peter and St. Simon’s. 

 
 

Father Geoff 
Larry Krotz 
 

Geoffrey Sangwine, who will 

be inducted as St. Peter and 

St. Simon’s incumbent at a 

ceremony in September, 

knew deep down as a 

teenager that he wanted to go 

into the ministry. But he was 

almost 30 before it came to 

fulfillment.  
      Father Geoff 

Photo taken by Larry Krotz 
 

With a degree in something that has defined his 

entire life –music- he had been employed for five 

years at the Royal Conservatory in marketing and 

publicity. But he was at a crossroads; should he 

seek further education in arts administration? His 

supervisor told him to take time to think about it. 

He did, and returned to announce that he would 

finally take steps to become a priest. He got his M. 

Div. from the University of Toronto’s Trinity 

College in 2000 and was ordained a year later. 

The seed that had been planted much earlier was 

his love of music and a childhood at St. James 

Cathedral where his father, Anthony (who died in 

2013), sang in the choir of men and boys for 45 

years. Geoff was a chorister in the boy’s section 

from age 6 until he was sixteen, and then a counter 

tenor in the men’s section from 1990 to 1999.  It 

was a lot of church, three times a week including 

most of every Sunday. “I loved it,” he says. 

During those years he spent even more time at the 

cathedral employed in the summers as a verger.  

In the now sixteen years of his priesthood he has 

served three parishes in Toronto and Bramalea, the 

most recent, St. John the Baptist Norway in 

Toronto’s east end, before coming to St. Peter and 

St. Simon last summer. The Reverend Canon 

Cheryl Palmer, who was rector at St. Clements 

Church when he arrived as a young curate, points 

out that he “absolutely loves the church –in its 

wholeness, not just the work.”  In terms of a 

colleague, she describes him as “having a 

keenness and an eagerness about everything he 

takes on. Get it done and do it right. It is a 

personality trait, a way of being.”  Another friend, 

The Reverend Greg Carpenter, currently rector at 

St. Jude Wexford, connects all the way back to the 

faculty of music. He describes Geoff’s greatest 

quality as “his generosity of time, time for 

people.”  The two also sang together for years in 

the choir at St. James' Cathedral.  
 

 

Father Geoff knew about St. Simons’ going back 

to his days as a chorister when it was a ‘rival’ 

choir and, he avers, “always the better choir.” The 

rivalry on one occasion included a celebrated 

snowball fight. He remained intrigued by this 

heart-of-the-city parish and, in 2012 when it 

became apparent it was looking for a new priest, 

asked his bishop, Patrick Yu, whether he might be 

considered. Yu turned down his request as he was 

then still getting settled at St. John’s. But as events 

unfolded, the path to the newly amalgamated St. 

Peter and St. Simon seemed more and more one he 

was destined to take. 
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The mission here, he says, is a unique and special 

one. “This is the most densely populated parish in 

the country as well as the most diverse culturally. 

It bridges Rosedale to St. Jamestown and 

Cabbagetown.” Sometimes people pose the binary 

question: should the church look north, or should 

it look south? His answer: Why not in both 

directions? “The big challenge is to figure out 

what’s our mission is here, and how do we live the 

gospel in this place with its many diverse needs?”  

The gifts he brings to ministry include music, a 

love of liturgy, and a respect for preaching. 

Worship deals with all the senses, he believes, 

which is why he considers the laying on of hands 

ceremonies important. Pastoral care is “part of 

everything, from worship to how you conduct 

meetings.”  And visiting, with many older 

congregants, a number of whom are shut-in, is a 

substantial pastoral demand. It is also an 

opportunity, he believes, to encourage lay ministry 

and to share that among the congregation.  

 

As he supports our parish, how does he himself 

get sustained? He has shared a cottage (actually a 

four-season house) in the south Kawarthas for 

twelve years with his long-time friend, Mark. 

Unwinding there by growing a garden and being 

with their dogs, Bonnie and Argus, provides 

rejuvenation. As do family and many friends, 

including his vocal coach who he describes as his 

‘spiritual director’. He also understands 

limitations, admitting, “you don’t need to meet all 

the demands.” 

 

In this sixteenth year of ministry and entering into 

the commitment to his new parish, he muses how 

along the way he might have been tempted by 

architecture, veterinary medicine, or becoming a 

chef. He loves animals, cooking, and the art of 

good buildings and could have found fulfillment 

working at any of those professions. Yet there is 

no hesitation when he declares that where he 

landed is “where I am supposed to be.” 
 

 

 
 

 

Wardens’ Report 

Paul Faulkner, Rector’s Warden 
 

We hope everyone had a safe and healthy summer 

and are looking forward to getting back to more 

normal routines and autumn in the city.  Many 

thanks to the summer choir for helping make our 

Sunday worship more meaningful and thanks also 

to the various hostesses for our post service treats. 
      

Check it out, during the Rector’s vacation in July 

his office was painted – looks great, thanks, Daiv. 

A thank you was recently received from St. 

Barnabas Anglican Church for the gift of the 

funeral pall. 

We have been advised by Revenue Canada of our 

new charitable status.  The former St. Peter's 

charitable number has been retired and the former 

St. Simon's number becomes the new number for 

the amalgamated parish. 

Negotiations continue between St. Peter's St 

Simon's, the city, and Tridel.  We are inching 

closer to some resolution of our concerns, 

although parking continues to be a significant 

sticky cost issue. 

We have finally reconciled, post amalgamation, 

the photocopiers.  We have elected to go with a 

new Xerox machine and contract as it was very 

price competitive with what we currently have but 

gives us significantly more features at savings in 

printing costs. Xerox also offered to financially 

assist in the buyout of our current machine. 

For those of you who signed up recently for pre-

authorized payments of your givings – thank you.  

For those of you still thinking about doing this we 

urge you to at least try it – you can always return 

to your current way of giving.  Remember too, you 

can pre-authorize your monthly giving by either 

cheque or credit card.  In September, we will be 

moving ahead with the Stewardship Campaign 

begun in May.  Please speak with Karen Hunter, 

Johan van ’t Hof, or Paul Faulkner if you have any 

questions. 
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Two new, generic, Anglican 

Church signs have been 

installed on both sides of 

the church.  We are 

currently looking at 

replacing the current Bloor 

street sign with a new 

digital sign and adding a 

similar sign to the Howard 

street side.               Photo taken by   
           Frank Hillis 
 

We have a very busy fall ahead of us.  

We will participate in both the Jamestown and 

Cabbage town festivals, August 26 and September 

9/10 respectively.  If you are able to lend us a 

couple of hours of your time to assist, it would be 

most appreciated.  Please speak to one of the 

Wardens.  
 

On September 10
 
at 4pm there is the induction of 

Father Geoff with dinner to follow. 
 

Caribbean night is September 23  
 

On October 19, the Shelter holds their annual 

fundraising gala night. 
 

November 5 will be our Feast of All Saints' 

service and dinner with live music. 
 

Advent and Christmas follow. 
 

Some sad news to report; Pam McConnell the 

councillor for Ward 28, the ward in which the 

church is situated, died in July.  There will be a 

celebration of her life on August 25 at St. James 

Cathedral. 

 

 

 

Tridel Development 
Spencer Higgins 
 

As many parishioners are aware, there is a large 

development proposed for the lands east of 

Edgedale Road, which consists of two high-rise 

towers and a podium structure covering much of 

the site.  Although the future condominium has 

proposed some 400 parking spaces in the building, 

according to the developer Tridel, none will be 

available for public or church use. 
 

During the construction period of around four 

years, the existing street parking along Bloor 

Street to the east of the church will be closed, and 

only the existing spaces along Howard Street will 

be available for public hourly parking. Once the 

construction is complete, the City of Toronto, in 

its wisdom, is proposing to permanently remove 

the Bloor Street parking and replace it with a 

wider sidewalk. This effectively means that there 

will be no parking on Bloor Street for public use. 

We have around ten parking spaces at the north 

side of the church.  
 

We are attempting to have this planning decision 

changed to retain the street parking as exists today 

along the section of Bloor Street.  It is my opinion 

that the wider sidewalk can be easily provided on 

the edge of the developer's property. 
 

The gardens to the south of the church were, until 

a few years, ago leased to the City for public park 

space in return for the City looking after cutting 

the grass. The Wardens have cancelled this 

arrangement and the property is once again 

available for church parking and gardens. 
 

We are proposing to construct a parking lot 

containing around twenty spaces in the centre of 

the open space to the south of the church.  Some 

will remember that prior to 1980 a circular 

driveway and parking spaces existed in this area.  

This was removed by the City and changed into 

lawn area. If anyone has a photograph showing the 

parking circle, please let me know. 

 

The proposed new south parking area would be 

curbed and paved and in accordance with City 

requirements self-contained with regards to 

rainwater control. To accomplish this, we will 

need to construct a new drain line from the centre 

of the parking area, and down the west-side 

laneway to connect into the new storm drain 

system that was installed about ten years ago.  The 

existing system leads into a retention manhole in 

the centre of the north parking area that stores and 

then allows water to percolate into the ground. We 

have connected most of the Parish Hall rainwater 

leaders into this system, and dampness issues in 

the shelter have almost entirely disappeared. We 

would similarly connect the south-side church 

rainwater leaders into the south parking lot drain 

system and hopefully eliminate the dampness (and 

flooding) problems occasionally encountered in 

the church basement. 
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The trees on the south side have been assessed by 

an arborist and the removal of several trees has 

been recommended. All the large trees will be 

retained, with the exception of the three small 

trees in the south centre of the lawn, and two of 

the telephone pole-like conifers, which are located 

in the new parking area, which will be removed. 

We will replace these trees with double the 

number as well as some low level landscaping to 

screen the cars from public view, as has been done 

on the north side. 
 

 

The Wardens have retained Mary Jane Lovering of 

Vertechs Design to look at the landscaping of the 

grounds around the new parking area and hope to 

have a recommendation around the end of 

September. The present concept is to enlarge the 

paved area where we have barbecues and relocate 

the pathway from the Howard Street entrance 

directly to the southwest corner of the property, as 

is visible in the mud track that has been carved by 

pedestrians across the lawn. We hope to landscape 

all the remaining areas in low maintenance 

planting. The southeast corner will most likely be 

landscaped as semi-public park-like area to 

visually extend the proposed parkette across 

Edgedale Road. 
 

At the moment, we are awaiting the decision of 

the City Zoning department to see whether or not 

we will be allowed to reconstruct a parking area in 

lands they have designated "public open space". 

The saga continues. 

 

Condo Developments  -   

Risks and Next Steps 

J.C. van ‘t Hof, Treasurer 
 

Occasionally, I get asked what a treasurer in a 

parish really does. I think of the job as managing 

liquidity and risk. Well, we are facing a very big, 

and possibly existential risk now, while our 

liquidity is not too bad, an unusual situation for 

many parishes. Those of us who attended the 

special vestry on June 25, 2017, will have an idea 

of the risk we are facing from the actual and 

proposed condo developments around us. I 

presented a quick outline of these, which include: 

• Vibration and foundation damage 

• Dust 

• Noise 

• Debris 

• Service disconnections (we have already 

 had electricity disconnected for an 

 extended time) 

• Access interruptions, regularly and 

 during high traffic events such as  funerals 

• Safety for pedestrians accessing the 

 building 

• Severely diminished parking 

 availability  
 

Including Tridel’s development of 804 units at 585 

Bloor Street East, there are over 2,000 condo units 

being built or proposed within one block of us. 

The fact is we are likely at risk of being damaged 

by construction activities, being rendered 

unattractive to our 55 user groups due to lack of 

parking and the noise, debris and safety issues 

created by construction and eventually being 

crowded out of the community we have lived in 

for 140 years. The parking spaces proposed are 

less than half that and assuming 1.5 persons per 

unit, we are looking at 3,000 people needing 

transportation, and likely parking. Simply, there 

isn’t the space. One church, Holy Trinity at Eaton 

Centre, is now experiencing tower walls caving in 

because of settling from under-shoring for 

subterranean wall support when the Eaton Centre 

was built. Repair costs are in the millions.  
 

 

We have met with the City three times, and Tridel 

once. Apart from the fact that the City designated 

our land on the south side as park space in the 

Official Plan without our consent or knowledge, 

they have been keen to assist us with our concerns. 

I cannot say that for Tridel. We wrote them twice, 

and when we called them on their lack of 

communication, we got a terse reply saying they 

would respond in time. In particular we suspect 

that Tridel used our land designated as park space 

to diminish the amount they would have to 

provide, thus augmenting their building footprint 

permitted (and therefore clearly their financial 

returns).   
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We have expressed our concerns firmly, regarding 

construction impacts during and after, and to the 

permanent impacts on parking and accessibility. 

There is a site plan approval process in which, 

including construction plans and mitigations, and 

as a heritage designated building, we are 

participating. We have not seen any such 

construction mitigation document from Tridel and 

neither has the City, yet construction is planned to 

commence in December, 2017. We have advised 

the City formally that we will not agree to site 

plan approval without our concurrence on the 

mitigations, and we have asked that permanent 

impacts be compensated as is required for all 

infrastructure development across Canada.  
 

In short, we have advocated the principle that 

those that profit from development activities that 

create permanent impacts should compensate 

those that are permanently impacted. As a 

developer of infrastructure, I am personally 

extremely familiar with this requirement at NEB 

and provincial permitting bodies. Tridel has not 

yet accepted this fundamental principle of equity.   

However, the City has advised us (but Tridel, 

again, has not) that they are prepared to undertake 

a building assessment now and after construction 

and repair damage. If that is proposed, that is 

helpful, but the permanent impacts need to be 

addressed as well. 

 

Donating By Shares Now Open  

For Business 

J.C. van ‘t Hof, Treasurer 

 

The Parish has now opened an account at Stone 

and Company, which can be used to sell shares 

that some parishioners may wish to use to make as 

a donation to the Parish. There are some 

significant tax advantages to this approach, and 

donors should chat with their accountants or tax 

advisors to confirm that they are applicable to 

their circumstance.  

 

In general, when people donate by shares, they get 

a donation receipt for the fair market value of 

those shares but don’t pay capital gains tax if they 

have gone up in value.  

There will be a form in the Narthex display booth, 

to help donors know how to advise their broker to 

make their donation this way.  
 

As always, do ask me if you want to chat further 

about this. 
 

 Treasurer’s Snapshot 
 

For the seven months ended July 31, 2017, 

here are our financial results. 
 

        Revenue    Actual  Budget 

 Envelope/Donations $105,400 $142,042 

 Other revenue   $256,623  $166,542 

As you will see, envelope donations remain 

our challenge. This has been mitigated by a 

$100,000 special bequest, but we do need 

bring our current envelope givings up to 

plan.  There is a share donation 

arrangement now in place which may help. 
 

 Expenses - These total $298,506, which is 

$13,000 under budget. Almost all of this is 

due to cost containment in utilities which 

are $11,400 under budget. Everything else 

is close except printing, which includes the 

final payment on the new printer.  
 

Net Income – totals $63,515, compared to 

a break-even budget plan. The variance is 

almost entirely due to the special bequest, 

set off by the low results in envelope 

givings to date.  
 

 Liquidity - We have over $1,222,000 in 

 liquid assets versus about $10,000 in 

 accounts payable. 

 

 

From the Organ Bench 

Robin Davis, Music Director 
 

I hope you’ve all had and enjoyable and relaxing 

summer.  Thank you so much to Maurice White, 

Johan van ’t Hof and Alison Jane for covering a 

number of the summer services, and to our choir 

leads and volunteers for adding so much to the 

summer worship.  I’m particularly pleased to have 

a number of the former St. Peter’s choir members 

in the choir over the summer! 



Page 8 

 

We are looking forward to resuming our regular 

Thursday evening choir rehearsals on Sept. 7 from 

7 – 9 p.m.   Anyone interested in joining us 

(especially tenors) is invited to contact me at 

robin.davis@rogers.com or speak with me after a 

Sunday service.   
 

In recognition of Canada’s 150
th

 through the fall, 

Advent and Christmas seasons, we will be 

programming a selection of Canadian composer’s 

music including a number of local Toronto 

colleague church musicians. 

 

In addition to our weekly Sunday worship music, 

we have a busy and exciting fall season coming 

up.  The special music services include Fr. Geoff’s 

Induction service on Sept. 10 our Patronal Festival 

Evensong on Nov. 5 and the All Souls evening 

service which will include the singing of Maurice 

Durufle’s extraordinary Requiem.  David Smith 

will be our accompanying organist for this.    

 

Our Advent Lessons and Carols service will be on 

Dec. 3 and the Christmas Candlelight Lessons and 

Carols on Dec. 17  
 

There are a couple of other possible music events 

in the works for the fall, so stay tuned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo submitted by Robin Davis  
 

 

Summer Fun on the Water 
 

A number of our choir members and Fr. Geoff 

enjoyed a relaxing mid-July weekend in 

Haliburton thanks to the gracious hospitality of 

Johan van’t Hof.  The choir members retreat 

weekend has been an on-going annual tradition at 

St. Peter & St. Simon’s.  This year we toured 

various art exhibits at cottages around Lake 

Kennisis, and Emily Thompson-Savage had the 

opportunity to try tubing.  The photo below is of 

Emily and our Music Director on the Seadoo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo submitted by Robin Davis 
 
From the choir’s 2016 Tour Gala Silent Auction, 

thanks to my All-Weld boss (Scott Dunsmoor) and 

my sister-in-law (Diana Kellington), we enjoyed a 

beautiful 2-hour tour of Gloucester Pool in the 

Dunsmoor’s beautifully restored 1894 boat “The 

Traveller.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo submitted by Robin Davis  
 

 

Calling all children and youth! 

Coming soon to a parish hall near you!  

Beginning in early September we are planning to 

begin rehearsals for a staged Christmas musical 

production of Miracle on Bethlehem St.  This 

charming musical was last staged at St Simon’s in 

2012 with children from our parish joined by 

children from San Lorenzo Ruiz and the 

Reaching-Out-Through-Music program.  The 

Christmas Musical was written by Don Hart and 

Lowell Alexander.  
 

Bethlehem has never been busier! Caesar's Census 

has the entire town in a frenzy. And of course, 

everyone's favorite innkeeper plans to capitalize 

on the coming crowds. He's decided to make his 

inn a luxury inn complete with valet camel 

hitching and a fig on every pillow.  The musical 

mailto:robin.davis@rogers.com
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tells the Christmas Story in a touching yet 

profound way with clever dialogue and a 

combination of familiar carols and catchy tunes.   
 

The production will be directed by a team of 

parishioners and our Music Director, Robin Davis. 

We welcome children of all or no faith 

backgrounds, given that the play is Christian in its 

context however emphasizes the universal themes 

of humility and generosity. There is no cost for 

participation, however we do expect regular 

attendance at rehearsals or notification of 

unavoidable absences. We will be rehearsing 

weekly on Sundays from 12:00‐1:00. Children are 

of course welcome to attend our regular Sunday 

School program at 10:30 as well.  A CD of the 

songs will be distributed near the end of summer 

to help the children learn and memorize the music.   
 

Please contact Robin if you have children who 

would be interested in taking part, are interested in 

helping out or would like more information. The 

photo is from the 2012 production. 
 

This was the Reaching Out Through Music program 

kids concert held in the parish hall on May 27, 2017 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Photo submitted by Frank Hillis 

 

 

 

 

St. Jamestown Homework Club  
Cathy Graham 
 

The St. Jamestown Homework Club is a 

wonderful and worthwhile mission project 

supported by our Church and several other 

Churches and community-based organizations in 

Toronto.  Currently we have 25 children from 

Grades 1 to 8 participating in the programme 

every day after school from 4 to 6 pm at St. Peter 

and St. Simon-the-Apostle Anglican Church.   

 

While we have several regular adult and youth 

volunteers each day, we welcome additional 

volunteers.  No experience is necessary!  We ask 

you to consider volunteering one afternoon a week 

for one – two hours.  The children tell us they love 

to see us each day as much as we enjoy working 

with and helping them with their homework!        

 

If you think you might be interested in helping in 

this endeavour, you would be welcome to visit the 

club (located in the basement of the church) and 

see if it might interest you. We welcome visitors 

and this would give you an opportunity to discover 

this wonderful community program. For more 

information, speak to Cathy Graham or Sheila 

Thomas. Or contact Cathy at 

catherine.graham@sympatico.ca 

 
Day care graduation day for the kids August 30, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo submitted by Frank Hillis 

 

Elin Goulden, Justice and Advocacy 

Consultant, at St. Peter and St. Simon’s 

Diane Marshall    

 

We were privileged to have Elin 

Goulden, the Justice and 

Advocacy Consultant for the 

Diocese of Toronto, to preach, 

and to lead a seminar on the 
     Elin Goulden  

      Photo submitted by Peggy Needham 
 

Diocese’s work for justice and reconciliation with 

the care for the earth; for those in our midst who 

are poor, homeless, hungry; for refugees; and with 

our Indigenous brothers and sisters. 
 

 

Elin opened with the Biblical foundations for the 

call to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk 

humbly with our God (Micah).  
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She emphasized that the Diocese has “two hands 

of outreach”:  Charitable work and organizations 

(direct service) and ‘political’ activities 

(advocacy).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

These are in keeping with the Anglican 

Communion’s Five Marks of Mission: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our Diocese, these priorities are expressed as 

follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

St. Peter’s, Coton, and Ely Cathedral 
Diane Marshall 
 

This summer parishioner Diane Marshall enjoyed 

a walking tour in the Cotswold Hills of England.  

On her trip she visited the Church of St. Peter, 

Coton (a parish near Cambridge dating back to the 

12th century) and the magnificent Cathedral at Ely 

nearby. Ely Cathedral, with its magnificent 

ceilings, altars, and history extends back nearly 

1400 years to the founding there in AD 672 when 

the Saxon, St. Etheldreda, built an abbey church 
 

St. Peter, Coton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo taken by Diane Marshall 
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Cathedral of Ely  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo taken by Diane Marshall 

 

I had the opportunity to worship in two historic 

Medieval Anglican churches in the 

Cambridgeshire area of England this summer.  

The  two friends with whom I travelled (both 

scholars and widely published authors) and I have 

been involved in advocating for the full equality of 

women in church and society since the 1970’s  — 

Elaine in England, Mary in the U.S., and myself in 

Canada – and our friendship has enriched our lives 

and our worship through four decades.  
 

Diane with her friends 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo submitted by Diane Marshall 
 

 

 

 

 

Winston Issac Honoured 
Larry Krotz 
 

A new honour has come to long-time parishioner, 

Winston Isaac, this from the Michener Institute, a 

specialist post-secondary institution. At the 

Institute’s June Convocation, Dr. Isaac was 

awarded the prestigious Honourary Diploma in 

Health Sciences. 

 

A native of St. Kitts-Nevis in the Caribbean who 

came to Canada as a young man, Dr. Isaac was 

associated with Michener’s Respiratory Therapy 

program for more than 45 years, first as a student 

in 1971, then as a Clinical Coordinator in 1976, 

and later as Program Director until 1989. 

After1995, he worked with the School of Health 

Management at Ryerson University teaching 

health policy and human resource management. 

He was Director of the School for two terms. 
 

 

In 2013, Winston received the Alumnus of 

Distinction award from the Michener Institute 

where he continues to support a Respiratory 

Therapy student scholarship in his name. 
 

 

David McPherson 
In the Pentecost issue of Jubilate!, David interviewed 

Jim O’Brian and wrote about him. The two had so 

much fun that they got together to prepare this article 

about David and his family. 
 

David’s family involvement with St. Simon’s 

parish (now St. Peter & St. Simon-the-Apostle) is 

lengthy. His mother and father were married there 

on October 10, 1928. At that time St. Simon’s was 

his mother’s parish church although his father and 

his eight siblings had in their youth been marched 

to St. Paul’s Bloor Street. David and his sister 

Heather Ballon were confirmed at St. Simon’s in 

1944 and 1948 respectively. When their father 

who had served in two world wars died, his 

memorial service was held there on September 8, 

1954.  

 

David gave Heather away in marriage when she 

married Edward Ballon at St. Simon’s on July 4, 

1958. David married Marian MacLachlan three 

weeks later at Marian’s United Church in 

Kingston. David and Marian’s three children, born 

in 1960, 1962 and 1965 were all christened at St. 

Simon’s and their 2 daughters were married there.  

 

On September 6, 1994, a memorial service was 

held for David’s mother who had been very active 

at St. Simon’s for many years. 
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David McPherson’s parents –  

photo submitted by David McPherson 
 

David was a churchwarden from 1975-1977 and 

then chaired the Advisory Board for several years. 

(Marian later became a churchwarden). He has 

also served as the auditor and the treasurer, 

although not at the same time! To this day, he 

continues to monitor and assist in the parish’s day-

to-day accounting transactions. Along with Marian 

he was asked by then rector Canon Crane in 1982 

to form a centennial committee to celebrate the 

parish’s first 100 years in 1983.  
 

A series of diverse activities was arranged during 

the year culminating in a wonderful dinner, with 

choir, in the Great Hall in Hart House at the 

University of Toronto. David was also asked by 

Dr. Derek Holman to form and chair a committee 

to assist in making arrangements for two choir 

trips to England in 1988 and 1991. He and Marian 

accompanied both trips that were absolutely 

thrilling. 
 

David graduated from the Royal Military College 

of Canada in Kingston (from where his father 

went overseas in 1917) and subsequently received 

his chartered accountancy designation in 1957. In 

the fall of 1958 David was transferred from his 

Toronto office to the firm’s London, England 

office for a year. This was a truly wonderful time 

for David and Marian. With the exception of seven 

years working in the financial side of the 

investment business from 1964-1971, David 

practiced his profession until his retirement in 

1993. He has always had a strong interest in both 

volunteer activities and sports and has an enduring 

love for Georgian Bay.  
 

Other than his church, his favourite charities have 

been L’Arche Daybreak (North America’s largest 

L’Arche community serving adults with 

developmental handicaps) where he served 14 

years on its board, Moorlands Community 

Services (formerly The Downtown 

Churchworkers’ Association) of which he is a past 

president and board member, Yorkminster Park 

Meals on Wheels in which he is still active and 

has delivered meals every Wednesday for 25 

years, and Reaching Out Through Music which 

provides free music lessons to children in the St. 

Jamestown area just south of the church. He has 

been on its board and its treasurer since its 

inception in 2008 and plans to retire from those 

positions by the end of this August. 
 

Reaching Out Through Music program kids concert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo submitted by Frank Hillis  

 

On a lighter side David can still be seen on the 

courts chasing a tennis ball, searching for a ball on 

the golf course, hunched over a multi-pieced 

jigsaw puzzle or exercising his brain at the bridge 

table. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jim and Dave together photo taken by Mary Martin 
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GO JAYS GO 
Paul Mitchell 
 

As many of you are aware, I 

am an avid Blue Jays fan, and 

I know many of our 

parishioners are as well!  I 

always enjoy receiving 

comments about our team on 

Sundays when I am in church.  

Many of you could even run 

the team!   
 

Photo submitted by Paul Mitchell 
 

It is also nice to know that if I am away from 

church, I am missed!  A couple of weeks ago, a 

parishioner came up to me and said “guess there is 

no Jays game today.”    

 

Next year I plan to decrease the number of games 

I attend on Sundays.  I really miss worshipping on 

a Sunday.  I come to church to hear a good sermon 

and I never leave disappointed!  I always enjoy 

Father Geoff's sermons.   

 

It does not look promising that the Jays will 

advance to the playoffs this year.  We live and 

hope.  I will be back at St. Peter and St. Simon-

the-Apostle regularly in October.  For all you Blue 

Jays fans, keep the faith.  2017-2018 will 

hopefully be a better year. 
  

 

 

Marjorie Philip’s  

Cornbread Recipe 
Mary Martin 
 

BLEND: 

1 stick melted butter 

8 ounces sour cream 

2 eggs 
 

     Marjorie Philip  

Photo taken by Mary Martin 
ADD:                                   

15 ounce can of whole kernel corn 

15 ounce can of creamed corn 

1 box Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix  ***  

*** since the Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix is only 

available in the U.S., 

Mix together instead 

1.25 cups of stone ground cornmeal 

0.75 cups of all-purpose flour 

1 tablespoon sugar 

2 teaspoons baking power 

0.5 teaspoon baking soda 

0.5 tablespoons salt 

 

BAKE: 

in a well greased 7 inch x 11.5 inch pan at 335 

degrees Fahrenheit for 1.25 hours or until firm in 

the centre. 

 

EAT:  

hot or cold or re-grilled. Use your imagination and 

add chopped peppers – hot, medium or mild, or 

any kind of fresh herb such as rosemary, oregano 

or thyme.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new Refugee Family –  

Mr. Jomard and Ms. Al-Bayati 
Ted Robinson for the Refugee  

Resettlement Committee 
 

On August 16, Mohammed Al-Bayati celebrated 

the first anniversary of his arrival in Canada.  He 

has done exceptionally well in that short time.  He 

is now working full time in Brampton at the 

Amazon depot, saving money for his future and 

thoroughly enjoying life in Canada.  Later this 

month he will be moving to Mississauga to be 

close to his work – and to save money by taking a 

room in a friend’s house.  We are most grateful to 

the Krehm family who donated a beautiful 

apartment in the Yonge-Davisville area for 

Mohammed for the past year.   

 

Shortly after his arrival last year, Mohammed 

shared with us the story of his family.  This led to 

exploration with AURA about the possibility of 

our sponsoring his parents, Jomard (his father) and 

Bushra (his mother).  With a great deal of help 

from AURA, we have been able to apply to the 

Canadian Government to sponsor them.  The 

application was submitted at the end of June.  We 

expect that it will be several months at least until 

they are called for an interview. 
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We have summarized their story so that parish 

members can begin to get to know them.   

 

Jomard is now 59 years old.  He was working in 

Baghdad for Al Baath party as a civilian member, 

with responsibilities to provide services to the 

people in a certain district of the city.  In 1999, he 

left Iraq for Yemen for financial reasons and got a 

job as a financial manager.  At that time, he had 

regular communication with his wife and family, 

supporting them financially and returning to Iraq 

periodically for visits.   

 

Everything changed for Jomard in 2003 with the 

regime change in Iraq.  After things stabilized 

somewhat, he returned in November 2003 to visit 

his family, but left prematurely when three of his 

friends were murdered by the Al Mahdi militia, 

and he himself was named as a target because of 

his previous connections with Al Baath party.  He 

returned to Yemen for safety and has been unable 

to return to Iraq since then. 

 

In Yemen he published articles critical of the new 

Iraqi regime and supporting the Yemeni 

government against the Al Hoothi militia.  By 

2011 they had begun assassinating anyone who 

opposed their views – including one of Jomard’s 

close friends.  By 2012 Jomard lost his job in 

Yemen and was again at risk for his life, now 

because of his opposition to Al Hoothi.  He left for 

Turkey where he applied for UN refugee status.  

He was accepted as a refugee in 2014.  Since then 

he has been living in Turkey on a temporary basis 

while waiting to be accepted by Canada.  Legally 

he is not allowed to work in Turkey. 

 

Mohammed’s mother, Bushra, has remained in 

Baghdad.  She is supported financially by her 

daughter who is 31 and works as a secretary at the 

university.  She has remained single, since if she 

were to marry, her mother would have no means 

of support.  We have applied for Mohammed’s 

mother, a spouse and dependent of Jomard, but 

Mohammed’s sister cannot be included since she 

is over 18.  She does not qualify for refugee status 

since she herself is not at risk.  Bushra feels 

isolated and vulnerable with her husband in 

Turkey and her son in Canada. She will have to 

stay in Iraq until Jomard receives notification of 

an interview from the Canadian embassy in 

Turkey.  Then she will go to Turkey to attend the 

interview with her husband.  She will wait until 

then, since his ability to support her financially is 

limited. 

 

Please remember the Al-Bayati family in your 

prayers.  We know that it could take 1-2 years 

before we may be able to welcome them to 

Canada. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo submitted by Laurie Sanderson
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Holy Baptism 
Photos taken by Mary Martin 

On June 4 and 11 we were delighted to celebrate the sacrament of Holy Baptism with the following 

candidates and families: 
 

Holy Matrimony 

Photo submitted by Katie Butler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katie Butler and Jason Oakley 

“Those whom God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

 

In Memoriam 
 

Shirley Anderson  

Richard Staples Carson 

Peter Ralph Dennis 

Charles Kenneth Gorman 

Edward Huycke  

Mary More 

Albert Joseph Noradunkian 

Nizar Nasser 

Joan Trew Rogers 

Grace Kathleen Scotchmer 
 

Rest eternal grant to them O Lord. 

And let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleonora Patricia Southwood Gilbert 

June 4, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emma Anna Karen Reynolds 

June 11, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Korey Gregory Kilpatrick 

June 11, 2017 
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Worship with us   
 

 

Sundays 
8:30 am 

Holy Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

10:30 am 

1
st
 Sunday of the Month – Choral Eucharist (Traditional) 

 

2
nd

 Sunday of the Month – Choral Matins 
 

3
rd

 Sunday of the Month – Choral Eucharist (Traditional) 
 

4
th

 Sunday of the Month – Choral Eucharist with Anointing 

(Contemporary) 
 

5
th

 Sunday – As Announced 
 

Special Services at St Peter and St Simon-the-Apostle 
 

• Sunday, September 10
 
– 4 pm Festal Eucharist and  

 Celebration of New Ministry 

 Celebrant: The Right Reverend Kevin Robertson 

 Preacher: The Reverend Canon Stephen Vail 
 

• Sunday, October 1 – The Feast of St Michael and All Angels 
 

• Sunday, October 8 – Harvest Thanksgiving 

 

• Sunday, October 29 – Feast of All Saints Procession and 

 Choral Eucharist at 10:30 am  
 

• Thursday, November 2 – Commemoration of All Souls 

 Requiem Eucharist – 7 pm (Requiem by Maurice Durufle) 
 

• Sunday, November 5 – Festal Evensong at 4 pm with  

 parish dinner to follow. 
 

• Sunday, November 12 – Remembrance Sunday 
 

• Sunday, November 26 – The Reign of Christ Festal Eucharist 

 at 10:30 am with Bishop Kevin Robertson. 

 

 

We acknowledge that we are in the traditional territory of the 

Mississaugas of New Credit, the Anishinaabe, the Haudenosaunee, and 

the Huron-Wendat, on whose land, and by whose water we gather to talk, 

listen, learn, worship, share and heal together in the name of our 

Creator, the Holy One of Blessing. 

"The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it, is the world and  

all who live in it." Psalm 24:1 

 

The Church of 

St Peter and  

St Simon-the-Apostle 
525 Bloor St East,  

Toronto, M4W 1J1 

416-923-8714   

www.stsimons.ca 
 

Clergy 

Rector 

The Rev’d Geoffrey Sangwine 

ext 202 

incumbent@stsimons.ca 

Assisting  

The Rev’d Jennifer Matthews 
 
 

Wardens 

Paul Faulkner, 416 423-5739 

pauldfaulkner@hotmail.com 

Marie Samuels-Isaac,   

905 789-7618 

msamuels1939@gmail.com  
Karen Hunter  416-466-6995   

karen.hunter981@gmail.com                                                    

Mary Martin   416-968-2326   

mmartin@mpdlawfirm.com                      

Nadine Milne 416-966-4988 

Moveta Nanton 416-493-2805 

moveta.nanton@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 

Johan van 't Hof, 647 202-9985 

jvanthof@tonbridgecorp.com 
 

Director of Music 

Robin Davis  905-409-6121 

robin.davis@rogers.com 
 

Honorary Assistant Organists 

Maurice White 

Johan van't Hof 
 

Children’s Ministry   

Nadine Milne  

and Ely Jacobe-Galingan 

 

Event Coordinator 

Frank Hillis, ext 207 

events@stsimons.ca 
 

Sexton 

Daiverzon Guillermo 
 

Office Administrator 

Vanessa, ext 201 

office@stsimons.ca 
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