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Provincial/Federal Governments: 




Structures, Systems, Decision-Making and Influence

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

A Member’s job is as varied as the many regions of Canada and the people who live here. To understand their role, it helps to look at the different places where Members work. 

· In the Office 

To meet their constituents’ needs, MPs have an office in Ottawa and one or more in their riding. Their offices are often the first stop for people who need help. 
· In the Chamber 

This is where Members help to make Canada’s laws by debating and voting on bills. They represent their constituents’ views by presenting petitions, making statements and asking questions in the House. 
· In Committee

In committee, Members can look at bills in greater depth than is possible in the Chamber, where there is a large group of people involved and a full timetable. With the range of committees and sub-committees that operate, Members may sit on more than one. Committees can sit from 4 to 40 hours a week and sometimes travel across the country to hear from people.
(www.parl.gc.ca/About/Parliament/GuideToHoC/member_parl-e.asp
HOUSE OF COMMONS
The House of Commons is the elected lawmaking body in Parliament. When MPs meet together in the House of Commons Chamber in Ottawa, we say that the House is in session or is sitting. In the House of Commons Chamber, politicians from the same party normally sit together. The governing party sits to the right of the Speaker of the House of Commons. The Official Opposition sits directly opposite the government.  Where the members of the other opposition parties sit depends on the number of MPs elected from each party. 
The work of an MP in the Chamber includes reviewing and debating new bills that affect all Canadians. It also includes taking part in question period, making statements about important events and issues from the riding, raising issues and presenting recommendations and reports. Usually it is the Government that introduces bills, but Opposition and individual MPs can also introduce new bills (called Private Member’s bills), so long as the bills do not involve taxes. The House is also where the budget estimates for each ministry or area of government services are debated and passed.

(Our Canada, Our Parliament- http://www.parl.gc.ca/About/Parliament/Education/OurCountryOurParliament/index-e.asp)
SENATE 
Senators are appointed by the Governor General on the Prime Minister’s recommendation.  The formula for the number and distribution of Senators was written into the Constitution. In 1867, the Senate started with 72 members, but this increased as the country’s population and geography grew. In 2009, the number of seats in the Senate was 105. A Senator must be at least 30 years old and must retire on his or her 75th birthday. 

The Senate has an important role in the law-making process: it reviews and debates bills proposed by both Chambers. Although Senators usually consider bills proposed by the House of Commons, they also suggest new bills (but these bills cannot be about spending public money or creating taxes). Bills must pass through both Chambers – the Senate and the House of Commons – and be given Royal Assent before becoming a law. All debates that take place in the Senate are recorded and published in both official languages. In addition, Senators present petitions, table documents, discuss committee reports and make statements in the Chamber. 

(Our Canada, Our Parliament- http://www.parl.gc.ca/About/Parliament/Education/OurCountryOurParliament/index-e.asp)
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